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ourfeldes; for while: we are beguiled with the de- 


Fathers houſe, and change his ſivect and far land 
for a ſtrange'Countrey,his dajatic.cates, and di- 
ſhes of Fycert meates, for refuſe huskes,his friends 


(wine. [n a word,it will ſo mad vs, that we ſhould 
| neverthinke either of Gag, or the Deuil], of Pa- 
radiſe, or etcrnall plagues, if the-Lord. hd not 
lefttime and meancs, that we might returne to 
our ſelues, and fo ſecke the Lord. 
. --Yſe'2.- Secondly, this DoQtrine may teach ys 
tobeware, and ro.cake heed of finne,and as much 
as in vslycth, ro binde-irto-gaod behaniour (we 
| hayenogreaterenemy:inthe world)ſeeing with- 
| out ourciroumfpedtion, . it will.goe abour to ſer 


| Godandysarcares.Ohrhen take the peace A 
129.0 e 0 * _and 
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| know what it is to want God,” by ſercing a priſe 
and worth on him, whilechey havue+him preſene|__ _ 


1Terable without a'Sunne, northe bodie without 
breath, as the ſoule withonr:God,the funneofftis | _ 
| Church, and the ſoute of the ſoule of euery'true | 


- ————_©_— — — — 
= 


= —_ 


| atid ſeeke toſhut irourof the doores of thy heart, by 
rharit may never ſhut rhee Qur of Gods preſence. 


And a&Savmtd Yealt with the dmnalekites dodeale: 
thou with themembers of ſintie; kill rhem; and 


grave; tharthcy may no moreriſevp ro_ hang vp- 
mto Gods fagour;andtheprefence of his graces 


bewaile the great lofſe of our God,and to lament 
the want of his'grdeious preſence: this is the-pra- 
Aife of euery godly man, for if he ithinke ir the 
greateſt gainerto6btaine the favour. of God,then 


ir. Tfthere be atiy ſprinkle of Regeneration vpon 
thee, or ſparkeof grace within thee, it will move 
thee to'griefeand forrowin the abſence of God, 
and compell rhee to ſeekehim as the Hart doth 
the waters, ſaying, 2£y ſonle deſireth after thee as 
the Hart after the water brookes, and as the thirſtie 
lands after raine. © W'2t 


fence of God, are ſpecially theſe: two: Firſt; they 


in their hearts: they knowthatwheriby {inne we 
looſe him, the ſoule is dead;grace is withered the 
Conſcience tormented, and heauen turned into 
hell ; they know thatthe world cannot beſo-mi. 


then buty them ivith Tezabells bones in a deepe;| 


on: thee* this is the fiext and readicſt way-roger | 


% 


_ ye.3. Thirdly, wearchetetikeowiſe raughe to | 


" 


he muſt needesthinke it his greateſt lofſe to want | | 


"The reaſons why oodly men; bewaile the ab- - 


[beleever. 


Secondly, 


Ve 3. 
To btwaile 
our lofleof 
God by finne, 


es 


10. 59.3. 


Hal, 10.4-1 r. 


Phl xr 9. laſt 


Nox edn taunts 


J 


2 te. DAM on % 


fSamtere. 


- | andthen leauca ſenle of his. diſpleaſure in;their | 


allthis, with the moſt of vs ir is farre orherwile, 


| complaine, thatour iniqnities have reared wp a par- 


The gedy Mans Inquiſition. 


_ Secondly; # God depart fromthem fora time 
in di(pleaſure, through cheir fall inco-ſome ſinge, 


ſoules, rhen rheirſoulesfindſuch a want of him, | - 
chat they arc notable to ſuſtainethemſclyes with- 
oyra preſent poflefhon: In this caſe godleſſe men 
being ſorc afflicted, will mourne for their wants. :| 
and therefore much more the godly: Bur alas,for | 


wecancalily bewaile the loſle of aſheep,ora cow 
oran hogge, &c. We will take 0n-as aBeare,rob- 
bed other Whelpes, and1cll our neighbours our | * 
griefe, and the great lofſe we haue ſultained : bur 
weleldomeor never make any moane, that we 
haue loſt Gods fauour, becauſe we want aſcnle 
and fceling of his blefhngs jim his mercies: We 
feldome. cry out in his abſence, Lord bift vp the. 
light of thy conntenance vpon 5s; neither doc we 


tition wall betweene God and vs, and ſo hid his face| 
from vs that he will not heare:neither doc we accuſe 
our ſelues as loft ſbeepe, that haue long gone aſtray. 
Oh therefore let vs flatterourſclucs no more with 
thoſe thar plucke ont the cyes of knowledze jt 
felfe;7 u/h,God is gone, he hideth his face, an1 will 
neuer ſce; Butrathet Ietvs.relohne to. ſeeke Goo | 
when hc iswanting,and to mourneor the want. 
Let vs not follow our ſcnſualitic. too-farre, nor 
buy voluptuouſneſſewirh a price, but fay with 
the Athenian Oratour, wherr we hcare how farre 
God-is from vs by our pleaſtre : 1 will not buy the 


ſeeking of Godby. Beprmtance at. ſo high a rate. 
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|  [ingofthe worddailyan 
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|, 7/e 4; Laltly, ſeeingby ſnge we looſe, God, 

Here againewcee are;exhorted, when. ws poſſeſle 
|Himgyhen we haugiqund him,andare.in fig pro. 
ſence, to keepeour ſelyesthere, audto hold him 


neuer ſuffcr him to be oug ofthy light. . Behald &s 
|the eyes of ſer uants looke umto: the hands of their Ma- 
| flers, and as the eyes of a maiden-ynto the handrof her 
wiſtreſſe; So let our eyes waitevpon the Lord our God. 
As the child dealeth with his Father, he followes 
[him;vp.anddowne, and daxenorlethim goc our 


of 


| ofkis.light,bur holds hard on hisskirts,& keepes 


+ 


|him with him ;' So deale chou with the Lord: 
| rutne. thy ſelfe in'euery good ation. ynto-him, 
{and if thqu haſt any fears of looſing, then, lis, che 

clalrgng hold thefafter, ever rememb bat 


» -4 


danger\craghclooſcr> Lavid ſer himſclfe cur in 
Gods preſence, ſodae.thou,/fand.before the Lord 
confingallyorthisisaligneofthy obediencera 
theLand th Maſter, toand bek d 
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| tbe by prayer, | FEFORG. 


\ Vie 4+ ' 
Lee vs hold : 
Godfaltwhen, 

' wehauchim, |; 


faſt, Lerthine eye be continually vpon him, and | 


the,ſecond loſſe js the greaterand bringerh more | 
b King. 5s 16, | 


re, 


- 


 Andthe Pointisthis, thathauing loftthe Lord, ym _ 
by iniquicie,; we are to ſeeke him againe by all | ſought by all 
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$ ja hearts, and begins ro write bat rm pro ah 
|ing the+pro 


- thereof mayb 
to ftirre As es: Dot is wanting it 


— The gody Man LM 


cal 


TFhe'ſſervant pur ont of his Maſters ſeruice;know-| 
by it, will 'nor ftand vpon his 


;'My maſter did me wrong, why did he 


[thus ?bur he ſeekes all meanesto. procure his'ma= 
[ers wonted loce and affefion; neither doth ir 
becomevs (Gods ſeruants) to argue vpon points 


withogr ground, bar rather we ſhould ſecke'Gods: 
| face wherr' he calleth. pon vs to that purpoſe, 


| faying, Seeke yeany face. Thnsdidthe men of Is 


rac}, they ſoughtthe Lord, and he was favourable; 
& gracious viro them; God fends no6tthis works-| 
then-away withour wages, nor: choſe thariſveke 
 hiniby Repenrance, ih faith, &c. without a re 
ward. David fairh, 7 ſenght the Lord, and he-heard' 


* | ave. —_— it much- viehis.bodily feere ro- 


rerine: aftercheLord; as the g60d remper'of his 
affeRtiehs to txke del he-Lotd: "Nekhet 


did he ſay, Iprayedat was head, bur F fot 
and w card and thes tebofaphat God, 
| |/orkinſe erhimfelfe to ſeeke the Lord © And why arc all the 
|'Elefof God, called's Genmation of ſeekers; (buvin 
reſpeRt of their en after Gods fayour; ac- 
\cording asitisrhe rand ofthe vngodly char they 
_ ks 

"And: ſurely, if eh 

*'Gods' 


| | Era reape 'Þb 
eofforcers 


X forts and ioywe | 
{nas -or the neceltiie 
perſirade ing oirie,and 


: —_ 


{riling fromGads preſence, cancerneth either the | 


| 


penkeable Touchingthis Jay lookeypon Dad, | 


. [Looke vpontheEver 


| will the Children of the marriage Chamber reioyce, 


ae: A matters —— comforts andioy, 

whatthoughtsareableto reach torhe n—_— 

of them? Eye hath notſcenc,noreare heard, nor 
heart ————— pas nas andiworth ——_ 
of: the:preſence of greac men willaftoniſhandas 
| mate their inferipury, itwillmakethem fearefull 
wbechold their faces :butſuch i is not.Gatls pre- 
ſence, his face and countenance isdeleRable, and 
at his right hand'@ pleaſure for euermores and the 


the greater ourreivycing:whenthe Atkewas ney! 
ftored; theme of B 5 exceeding] vglyreioy- 
<ed: when the- publicke = of the-Law 
(0 which had a long time beene: Sibominued) 

was: againe cftabliſhed; the people of /ris/alom 
were:much- comforted.” [Bui how much more 


whicn the Bridegroome is among them? This ioy 2+ 

_ ualification af the Conſcience, or the fruicion 
Go 

ſcience, when after many skirmifhes, and ſecrer 

terrors, it boginsto | —_—— (aswelay) and: 


tofcele evidences of grace; then-there is mitch: | 
toy, yea; ſuch ioy, as Peter calls-it g/oriom andre | 


' more weean beholdit,thelefle tis purſe. and! 


ds fauoirinthe cſtare of glory: forthe can. | 


SN 2. 


Pal. x6. 21, þ 


U Sam, 6, x. 


Nehem. 8, 12. 


Matk. 9. 15, 


1 Pee. r,.8. 
4 ; 


boaſting/inthe 7oy of heart; which was: ginen him 
by the:Lords #ftmmg wp rl gaingonin ny map 


iggcing, becauſe: he fele how -tach' in-Chriſt w 
wroughtinhis ſoule; and that was 2farres Hons 


become | i 


reiemgin firitchar he uo Golkin Chriſta | Luk, x. 46, 


goingon:in his way re. | (ARobezs, | 


Pal. 4. 7. 
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| 224 | The godly Mans Tuqifition | 
| breome her Surjour. Por the fruitionoftheftarcof 
| _ |glory heteaſteritmay well lift vprhe-belecuers-| 
[ ©: | heart with comfort, who ſhall and before the lambe | 
| yccorhpaniedwith'24. Elders, ſmgihg and reioy=| 
|Toh-14-16.17- 321.14 zhe ſhall bewhereGod is for euer, and;ſhall ſee | 
| » Cor. 13-12+ | jen fave to face?" Ifthis glimmiering/lighrof het 
| 52. 65 | genly knowledge (whenwe feebur as marglatſe 


| Yarkely)/beſ6delightfull- whar ſhall it be co fee | 
| ..- - 7 [arid knowrheLord asheis? If the communion| 
©, | ehunetictowhiChrifliwhisword/ and Sacr®s | 
11. | memybeſgioyons;whar ſhallitbero enioy.che| 
|inmediare preſence of: Go: our Father,” Chriſ 
. + -127:-: [ourRedeeme;theholy-Ghoſt jour Comforter?| 
Now ſhall notduchexcellem eomtorts, ſpringin 
fromeſechio/men of Gods preſence berepur 
worthie-our inquiries? Whar-doe many: vulgar 
'.. © | people oftentimes to ſeethe Kings face,or at leaft 
his perſon3Strange things are doneoutof the de= 
2 fire thereof:As carneft ſhould we beto geta fight| 
of God,: Thus I have briefely pointed you tothe), 
| joy of rhe Saints in theirapprehenfions of God, 
and the beholding of his bright countenance * 
Now let ine fhew youthe necelhrie roo:-the ne= 
ceffirte in a'wordis ſuch, rhat without God;-and| 
the preſence of his grace;thereisno potſibilitie of | 
2d mittance into heaven: forvpon-all thoſe thar| 
are withourrhe pale ofhis fauonr, ſhall be execu« ; 
.  - . Fred that ſentence paſſed vpon the man' without} 
Nat a3. 13s 6: the wedding garment; Binae them hand and.foote, | 
On  Taxdcaſ theminto'otter darkueſſe,where ſhal be nei 
| ther comfotr,nortight,:nor'yerhope of either.. 
ET > ncvormgg darke- Dungeon; where t3no penetra- | 
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|roche Lord by. meanes of his grace. Whag,can,| 
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rionoflight, norany conſolation; is) great:paipe || 


of the Lord, and fromthe: glovie of bis: power, 15:evey} 
prin mare wah enerlefling defirudtien.. Agisthe | 
world withovta Sunne,a pining child withoura| 
Mother, a diſtreſſed Jand-without a;goucrnonr ;| 
euch ſdisthe ſogle and body without che bleſſed: 
and glorious preſence of God, nay, they are in, a 
thouſand times worſe taking : for their exemprt. | 
on-ſhall be perpetuall and ca(cleſſe,theireye-ſight| 
ſhall onely be of Gods wrathy andhis eternall. fu- 
15e, They. ſhall feed his-Tuſtice white they are | - 


uation,;and happineſle, andlife eternall is, of the 
ſameisthe fauourand louingcountenanceofthe | 
Lord. If itbe neceſſary for aman to (eeke to be 
ſaved; it is neceſſary to ſceke the preſent, and fu- 
ture good of his ſoule, by ſeeking a conioyaing, 


deſerue thevery beſt, and (as itwere) the very, 
quinteſſence of our care, ifnotthis?. .... .,;. ,,-. | 
- 06+: Bur it will be ſayd, Why neede we. ſerke| 


| | : Ob: 
God; He is cucry. whereat one andthe {fame time! | 
he fills bochrheaueniapdearthi?-:- ,S60! ziftovs}/ 

- Aaſw.In God we muſt conſider two thingss] - SWz:1. 


firſt, Deitie, ſecondly,Preſence of Grace; touch-.| 
ing the former, God need notbe ſanghet, ſp.he is | 


W _ "The g9dy Mars Inqui ſition. | I + 4 
and miſeryc:burcbbe excluded fromthe profenrs|;* Thel.1.g. 


| 


. 
I I. "x. Serene 


{burning is fireand brimfitone, which is the e- WW , | 
}cond death. Looke then-of wha neceſkiie, fal-| **** -i| 


* DoS... wr 


alwayesar hand, as it-appeares 472.3727 Wea 
ma) feels after him, and finde him, beeauſa he ts wot || 
farre from every one of vs, Andlchus ſeeing his crea 
ravcs;we fre him; Touching his preſence of grace 

Tb. EDS.” —__._Gwhich| al 
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| Eccle£ 2-46. 


2, F 
For reproofe. 


| from his dearechitdren; tonchi 
much, that they delire byr:the leaſt; impreſhon, | 


ome MO L—_— <> ors NAA, 


Lhe goa A = 


cwkigh isdRen1 
ences) wearers {coke 
& to: doe; for havbſens ey ey many'tih 
tig his-Grace , a 


androkon thercoſyindcanmorgerie, whereipar 

raremuch exerciſed in 
finde ſome liuc-aſhes, andwill nor aver ſeat» 
ching, till they have gotten ſame treaſure; ſome. {pe- 


;/Pdal; 27.8: (14645 


| ſoall noman feemeannd line 
 4nſ.' The face ofGodi iseither prinuor oſecum- 
4. The firſt is the face of his:ſpiritualtic, of his; 


great, and his Maieftie onthe otherfide iis: 
disandtranſpletident, thar-wecannoc be 
withoutthe conſuming of ouriſclues::n0 ere 
chen the eye car/bohotd andlookevpon the: ex- 


ding br 
rein 
ce of his loue, and 

Minding ,and zh+ 

jo Tkwttiisfaceof God/and.toioyeed. »; 


your; this with the'vnder- 


y: i cko Godby: 
chis then may-ſerye'ro 
negle& ofthizdatier:Some 


i! v2 #/ f +3 ſoone 


i 2 dr a 5 4 — 


exleaialgQer _=_ | 


ftirring the ſcindersto | 


cixlete of Godsfauour Andrhisiscalledes/eck: | 


ingof Gods | 
” Buef But why ſhould! we - ſecke: Gods face? 
| Is tt not aid © Thos 07 _ fee my: oy for there| 


diuine'Maieftie, which cannot be ſcene wich the| 
darke eyes of monalitic : Our weakneſſe ;is fo | 


righeneſſo of. thei Sunne without che | 
Seieiagas irſelfe;Theſecond is the] 


be ſcenes Moſerand: 14- | 
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-lpfeq. {54tS mmm arty echimblle | 
onegodly e or 2]! 

the intollerable;| 
Ay, ohyir-is-an eafie| 
rar OT God; be may.be:| 


— 


1 0 PANS OCT CR ae: eg WOT CO ae Pr OP TOP 


Um CC EMT IFEPTETRTECY TORT. 


:  onceenioyed. Where God affordeth his prell 
of grace, there alwayevareocher companions 
ir, and ſach 2sattendthe Spirits As 


ſoonetound, aliccle ſeeking will Gras = rurne; 


| Gods ſeruants-in the wanr of God, (yea, then 
when heis preſent in their hearts ) reſtfic che fa- 
cilirie, and cafinefſeof this bulinefle. = 

0b: 1 bur Siprell me;did norChrift ay, Sreke 
and finde ? Therefore when, orwhere, or howſfo- 
ener ſeeking T ſhall finde. 
Anſe Tgrantir tobe rrue,that Chrilt did ſay fo 
to hisDiſciples +atd maderthis promiſe to them 


Chriſt, mighr ſecke, and finde :burnorchateuery 
kinde offeeking' thonld obraine:The meaning of 
the! words is this; 'T hat whoſoever haue beene 


finde'God? but they who'hate hor firſt drawhe 


to them.” [*- 
Setondly,uncther, foreof onde ths is; des 


ſervitig much blame; namely; all ſuch-ir, plead @ 


ſelfero-freke him ? Alas, for 


bur- ler the induſtrious carcfulnefle, continuall 
ſopplications,” and rhe daily complainings of 


'(in them to vs) that every beleener, being in | 


firtfoughr;and found. of God, 1: hall froke:and | 


neare to him, (hall never find God drawin g neare; F 


perpervitie of Gods'\preſence-with' them. inthe |. y 

midſt oftheir wants ofhim :Oh, -neuer wanted | 

the Lord, - and why fhonld:E gor; troubling: wy: E- 
e'blindaeffc dnd;| 


fay they havethar whichrhey: nener ſo:much'; 


Where the King is, there ishis Court; ; hiewairers, | 


his artendanes; So,curw fo whote Gods with his 
Spirit, 


folly of ſuch men-+rhey (peake withour ſence; 16s | 
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Sol; 
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| Pſal.17, 14, 


Rom. 9- I3. 


ED 


| x Tim. 6, 9. 


1 I 


then, are theſe preſent, then: their. Maſterrcannot| 
.'* | be farre off ?Buc ſurely, Grace would reilthee (if 
thou hadſtany)that there is a great want of God, | 


þ _ 


| humilicie, && His Angels will beabour thee, his| 


[WARE 790 ont whgrts ann Paw 07 gpocls gif bf 
0b; The Lord hath bleſſed me with his good | 
—_— harh giuen me proſperitic, andi-1 


a 3 Ts iam - 
Spirit, there is his Court,and artendants,as f aith, 
loue,: obedience, fear, peace;. joy: in the holy] 
Ghoſt, worſhip, reverence, prayer, Repenrance,| 


Spirit withintheeto: helpethee, his Grace to vp- 
hold thee, his-mercy to;embrace:ichee z.Lagke 


not 
% 


——_ 


tharthou-maiſt ſeeke daily for a ſu pply :andthar 


| Anſ. A man may enioy many outward Þleſ-; 


-ches, 1 
Lord were abſent from me,thoſcthings,ſhould 


o 


ſings; and in che-poGeſſion,:neither know whe= 


| ther Godloues, orbates him: He may haue bis]: 
life, and bg belly filled with, hid trea-, 


PF 


portion in this 


the blefiigsof the earth, and ycr he. wavſo farre 


2 _ F pp | 
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Secondly, 


led withnoyJome luſts,and enters into many temptati- 


 heisthe farcheſt aff from-ſuch-as-teele rhe leaſt | 


e nowantofthemgand thereforg ij iba 
rakenaway; and I ſhould be depriucd of cheixy' 


a - 


—— aw oo 


{ fareghe may beffulll af children, andicawe his ſubſtance | 
tedishnbes;and yerhe maybe out of Gods fwour, | 
andcalled;a «of theworld.Efau was fatted with | 


| of fromthe Lords love towards bim,thatzhe Lord| 
heated bin vi fin! > oins53ad; 
morecanetonsa.miſeris,thelefle | 
aoguaineamce he hatti with' God, becauſe he is fil | 


os; which drives himfrom God:and therefore it 
Mtg? : Ss | 
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was | | 
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| The gady Mans Inquiſition. 


was rightly ſpoken, that a Cable might as ſoone 
gocthrougha needles eye, as a rich Miſer enter 
intothe kingdome of heauen,conſequently into 
God: fauour. | 
Laſtly, another kinde of people deſcrne equall 
reproofe with the former, namely, ſuch as leanye 
the pure Well and digge Ciſternes that will hold 
no water :ſach as foriake God, and employ all 
their cares in and about the world. That ſceke 
worldly pclfc, and externall goods, and in the 
meane time haue no regard ar all to ſecke the 
Lords good will loſt by their tranſgreſhons. Ir is 
now adayes an ordinary matter to ſee ſpirituall 
affaires iuſtled afide, or rather thruſt out by the 
ſhonlders, thar the outward man may receiue 
{ome contentment;and golden opportunity neg= 
le&ed, thar the accalion of improuement of 
worldly commodities,of tickling carnal delights, 
and of maintaining outward reputation among 
men may beembraced. Inaword, Matters tou= 
ching God are ſo {leightly, ſo ſeldome, ſo remi(f- 
ly ſought after,as ifrhey were not worthy talking 
of: And matters touching the world are ſo cagar- 
ly, ſo induſtriouſly, and with that intention of 
minde and body followed after, as.if God had 
made man for nothing els but to ſwallow downe 
| g00dsand greatneſſe, as falt as poſſibly he can. 
Oh, my Brerhren,be ye in timerecalled from this 
miſerable ſtare of miſery, and remember how 
[faultie you arein ſeeking the things of God:your 
care for the carth hath ſo devoured the. care of 


3» 


heauenlyrhings, as if the leave Kine in Pharaohs 
dreame 


Gen, 4r. 20, | 


—k_ 
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| 


dreame' had *eaten -vp-the far. *Conſiter theſe 
things; and ſeekerhe Lord tra good time, while 
the way is faire; the paſſage ſpeedie, the doore'©- 
pen, theday laſts,and while he calls. 

#ſe 2. AsthisDofrine may reprooue the of- 
Fender: ſo it may ſeruero inftrutvsro'theobſer= 
vation ofthe point in hand, to ſeckethe Lord: Tf 
a child in a crowd hath loft the ſighrofhis render 


[hearted Farher, or awaiting manthe fight ofhis 


kinde Maſfter;orif any manrhath Joſt any. matter 


| '[ofvatuation, howdiligently will they fer them= 


felnes ro Tnquiſitions,' they will goe cucry way to 
the wood(as the Pronerbe is) they will not cum- 
ber themſclues with other trivial) matters found 
incheir way, bot pafſe oner them as'ifthey rooke 
'no'noticeofthem ;'So ir ſhould be with vs, tho 
'many good commodities may lic in our.way, yet 
ſet vs'nener trouble onr ſelnes to take them vp, 
or it is a more valuable commoditie then they 
rare, tharweſcekeafter. Oh, lervs beftirred vpon 
all hands concerning this dutie, whet on one an- 
otherto the performance of ir: And you that haue 
beenecarelefſe herein,beginnowat laſt to be ber-| 


|ter aduiſed, and-thinke' it nor an caſie thing to 


ſecke God: Seeking requires a care, and-amende- 
pour more then ordinary. And you that haye 
beſtowed ſome care thisway, be perfwaded thar it 


- | hath notbeene ſocarneft, ſo conftant, ſo intentiue 
| as it oughtto be, reamend and double the fame. 


Yea, letysall redeeme asmuch time as poffiblie 
we may for this one thing, ler vs abridge our 


' | {eluesratherin ouroutw Sa" 
| _ 


_— —F_w_ 


| and helpes offered. 
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oftthem, let vs; rather want opportunitie in onr 
ſports, letall. other things goe to, wracke, rather:| 
then this one bulineſſe ſhould not be forwarded. | 
Yſe 3, T bis pointwilltcach vs inthe third place | 


Gods louing face and fauour: And therefore. if 
yoube afeRed with the.commoditie here men-. 
tioned, you will be glad totake the time,meancs,, 


Firſt, we will begin with the place where God Gel bak 


red of his habitation (as Imay-ſo.ſpeake) and of 
the place where he dwels:then we may both bold- 
ly and freely ſecke him. The place we muſt goe 
viitoris his houſe, therewe muſt ſecke him; for;as 
one neighbour having ſome buſineſſe with ano- 
ther, goeth nor to-a ſtrangers houſe, bur ro-his 
haiſe:to leeke him: and indecd where ſhoyld. 
neighbours ſeeke one for another, bur at their 
houſes? So if the Lord be wanting. to any. ſoule | 


thy (elfe ſe long ? ) then letthat ſoule be: proftrace 
beforethe gates ofthe Lords houſe, thathe may 
anſwerethe complaintsthereof. And thatic may 


| notlong befarre from him: Conſider char God | . 


harhrhree houſes, if we miſſe in one,or other, yer 
we ſhall be ſure ro find in the third. NT 


red, and wherealſo God is preſent aftesai(peciall | 
manner; He isin:the midſt of ſuch aſſemblings: Maths, z;. 
| Re, 18. ., 


John found the Lord in the midſt; of the ſeuen golaen 
T9 D 2. | 


__ Candle. 


em. a. og. AA ISS. ERA AIR REID - ,-_ V — 


muſt beſopght, forwhen.weare once fully aſſy- | three houſes, | 


The firſt houſe where we mult ſceke Godlis the | Firft, Church 
| Church ; whereto the godly often ate congrega- | *E=blics. 


| 


ee Het 
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a leſlon; of direion, where, and. how to, ſeeke, F®r diredtion, || 


© IS WA WAGES + og Ga, V3 


(in-as much as it crieth out,why Lord abſenteſt thaw | Pla 76.7.8. | , 


—_ Wn 
Fo 
vp . 
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- Cant, 6. 7-2, 


| Spices -tharis, inthe Afſembles of godly people, 


- | den. And ſo 1fwe will ftindethe Lord; our reſort 


. | uation oftrheir ſoules; 
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Canaleſtickes, that is,the rue Church.Theſ poule- 
ſonghrand found-her beſt beloned: inthe tents- of 
the Shepheards, and in the garden among the beds of 


where graces grow as Spices vpon a bed in a gar. | 


myſtbeto the SanQuarie: from: vnder the threl: 
hoid of the deore thereof, flow forth waters to re- 
freſþ oar ſoules. Thither wentthe Prophet Dauid: 
in thetime of diftreſſe, and was comforted; and 
thicher went the mourn of Iſraellrto.ſee the Lords: 
face ::So.thatin the Congregation(where thelir= 
oe flocke of Chriſt is folded ). we may ſeeke and: 
Gee = | | DS 
Thereaſon of itis;,becauſerhoſe meanes which: 
God hath'ſanQified; and ſetapart for our faluati-| 
on,and forinquilition,are there vicd+thereis the} 
word truely and ſoundly preached ;there arethe 
principles of religion for thoſe of a lower forme z; 
there are deeper points for. exetciſed wits; there 
are helpesfor Magiſtrates, for Miniſters, forpri= 
uare men;for yong and'oldzyea,wharſocuergrace 
is lacking, there thon ſhalrbe ſure ro have ir ſup=: 
plied abundantly ttierechou'ſhalr ſee the great]. 
Myſtery of godlineſſe diſcouered; which is,God ma-+ 
mifeſted in the fleſh, &c: And as in the materiall? 
| SanRuary, the Lord revealed himſelfero his peo-- 
ple; ſo-here tothoſe that with Conſcience ſeeke | 
| trim will he likewiſe diſcouer himſelfein the fal-| 


> 9 


, 


” 


| - 7c. If God bepleafedigraciouſly to afford vs: 


oF 


His ſight, and remembrance in exterior temples,| 
—_ "ai where: 


"= 
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where godly men areoften aſſembled, then this 


harbourleſſe;the bluſtring world istheir lodging 
roome,.vnclcane birds their fellowes ;and the 
houſes of ſtrangers their dwellings.Notto ſpeake 
of Separaciſts, who( as ifour Charch had -vterly. 


| Geautic) doe flie from our- Congregations,.as if 


Recuſants, who (becauſe they (ee not their Imaz 
ges, their breaden and woodden Gods in.our 
Temples)refuſe ro come neare the portalls ofour 
Church, when the Key of knowledge (by which 


1s offered. 


may ſhew vs plainely the graceleſſe courſes of yn-| 
godly ſinners, that live as men-withourt houlg, | 


loft her face; becauſe perhaps ſhee wants ſome |. 


they were cages of vncleannefle:; Nor of Popiſh 


Firſt, many others there bewho,thatthey,may- 


|_23 


rrot be thought plaine Atheiſts, doe after a ſort 
i9yne with the Afſemblics, not for loueto Gods 


as to be dull, heauie, lumpiſh, and withour ſpirir 
in ſeeking for God, whom they.care not whether | 
they finde or no. > | il q 
Secondly, Others in ſtead -of going vp tothe 
|-houſe of the Lord, ſceke the ytter delolation: of 
it, (ſo ill affeted are they with Gods preſence) ; 


houſe, norforduties thereinexerciſed{forſothey.| 
caſt themſelues fromthe preſence of God in car-|| . 
nall lazineſſe, and prophane contemprs,). but to] 

ſhew their ſeruice of the time, "and the ſaving of | | 
their purſes. The Prouerbe is, 4s good never 4| 
whit as neuer the better : It is as good to be abſent | 


REOBIIb Tos 0/7 D-3: - CS dwelling ; 


| they raze: the SaniFuarie to the ground, defile the | Plat: 74-7. 


Luk. hy: = ] 
might be opened unto.them the whole counſel of Gog) AR 20.27. | 
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'I Cor. $.F+ 
x Tim. I, 29, 


2 Cor. 5.18. 
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'Rom. 4-I1. 
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dwelling places of Gods name;burne the Synagogues | 
of Goa, that no man muy'\Cane vari rig 4. ug | 


$49; and ull her gates they detig bt to ſee deſolate. ' 


inthe Ale-houle: and Taverncs, being.gathered: 
ro hearhienifh conſorcs-:- Their viuall: ſpeech: is 


excommunication, and like our-lawed perſons, 
are depriued<of the benefir:that belongs: ra: the. 


crioymenrot his Realme) and thus they are gi- 

' Fourrhly, Otherstake their-horl?, and trauell 
uell about worldly buſinciſe _ the Lords day, 
PE Og tharthey canpray and ſcrue God. 0n 
Horſe-backs 4 


of Gudsthouſe, The miniſter of reconciliation; the 
bediz-of Chrift edified, the Fea of Reghteouſneſſe, 
which are by faith: And the preaching of the word, 


LJ 


them. * 


him in his iuſt Judgement, and hewill meer wirh 


” them in theirhypoecriſts ro-giue thema- full re-| | 


$ Thirdly,Many-delighr:to paſſe ouer:Sabboths | 


chis; the Chureh/harh enoughin it charmay goe| 
to'God; and' pray for vs, we may ſtay herewelles| 
nough. Theſe paſſe vpon themſclues ſentence of |: 


lubie&s of heanen(namely,Gods proteRQion,and| 


in cheir iourncy/as well as the beſt: | 
|Butall theſe are deluded by:the'Deuill, whom | 
they ſcrue ;rhey-arecuroff from-the-priuiledges 


which is called, The doore of faith, is ſhutagainſt | 


{he 


| Andtsitnotaftrange thing, thatwhileſtthey/ 

ranne from God, from-his-preſence, his proteRis| 
on, his Church, and Congregations, theyſhould | 
thinke tomeere with: God; and finde him where | | 
he isnener had?Þ tay (ayallurcdilythey ſhall find] | 


MG 


ward-| 


— 
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wound. F942] ret et 
Yſe 2. The Aſſembliesofthe»Saints,is, Gods 
firft houſe where he will be found; then ſhould 


there heard, Chriſt is there preſent,,and the preſence 
chamber is filled with the glory.of the Lord:The Pro- 
'phet Danzd ſaw and: concemed:fach-{peciall and 


ſecking the face of the Lord'in his houſe, that he 
talwayes wiſhed' himſelte there : .Qze:thing 1-haxe 
deſired of the Lord, that 1 will require, that 1 way 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the. dayes. of my life; 


ward: they may goc on-awhile;bur inthe meanc 
crime, God is ferching aſtroke againſtthemywhich 
likeaflaile;chehigher iris lifted, when'irfals will 
give the greater blow., {nd make the deeper | 


| we with gladneſſegoe into Bethel, for Gods name is | 9% 


extraordinary benefits comming to hts-ſoule by | 


{0 behold the beautie of the Lord, T his wasa matter | 
which he deſired aboue all chings,and forthe ob- | 


taining whercofhe was very importunate with! 
God. My ſoule longeth, and fainteth for the Courts 


them to be partakers of the exerciſes. of pietie, 
thenwe would ſay with cob, furely,this place is' 
reverent, whatſoever we have thought of it, 77 
no other but the houſe of God, euen the gate of heanen. 

This isthe firſt houſe where God muſt be ſought. 
| Theſecondhonſe, where God muſt be ſought þ 


 |cerhnorto e diligent in-the Church, valeſſe a| 


of the Lord, bleſſed are they whichawell in thine houſe, | * 
ec. Oh that the ſame minde were in:vs to-come | 
before the Lord in publique meetings, and in |: 


| ma e ſameathome:thiswas holy obs _ 
Vo. that 


ht A es 


- }is the private familie of every Chriſtian. It ſuth- mms frnia; | | 
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| Hobu,y, that his family might be:Gads haule,as appeares 
| by his daily-ſanRincarion of his children: And 
Joſh-24-15. | of 1ofonxah, the Scripture truely relateth, That he 
and his hokſe feared God ; Tnximating that while 
|rheir honſes were recepracles of Gods worſhip, 
|chey thomſelues(asthey were Gods dutifull (er- 
-vants Ao they) were ſerious ſeekers of the Lords 
.. |eternall loueand mercie.' Our Saviour (aith,thar 
| whercſocuer two orthreeare. gathered together, 
| erconſent in any thing in his name, he will be 
there preſent, though it be in a mans ſecret fami- | 
ly. Adams houſe where God was worſhipped,and 
Gen, 4- {acrifices offered, was Gods koule, whence Cair 
| complaines he was caſt our, for cuery denomina- 
|cion4s from the worthier parr: therefore make | 
{thy houſe Gods houſe, and fo thou ſhalt haue 
God neare thee, with his (weete fellowſhip, and: 
fulnefle of bleſſednefle. S 
Prefs. weft. Butwhat might I doe that my houſe 
| may be the Lords houle, rotheend I. may fecke: 
| and —— him __ x NRITA | 
| -Anſw. To this purpoſe arc required of thce: 
o of |theſethings; ' LN nh: | 
7. If thou wiltmake thy houſe Gods Church, | 
| and (o finde theLord at home ; then ſee that all 
|the members in thy familic be thetrue members 
| of the Church: looketo this with a diligent and 
heedfull eye :if there be but two righteous per-: 
ſons in thy houſe, God will there ſhew thee his 
faceaftera ſorr, bur when thy whole familie may 
be baptized with the name of a Church, becauſe 
there is not-ſo much as a Caraanite, or an vncir-| 
2 cumciled | 


p—_ 


cumciſed perſon in it, then. it ſhall be as a ſiveete: 


will there be moſt radiantand bright. |; - 
.. 2. Entertainenone into thy familie but ſuch 
asthe Lord hath. firſt entertained. into his : take 
none into thine houſe which are not ofthe houſe 
hold of Faith. This is the ſweeping of the houſe, 
and making faire of the doores & gates for Gods: 
entrance. The Prophets gzes were to the faithfull 
of the Lana, thathe might picke out the choiceft 
of them for the Lordsſcruice, and his:prayer was 
wy the , they mightbecornerſtones, 
poliſhed, 

Ti Afr this ground-worke is laid, then the 
houfholder muſt build thereon, dealing in his fa- 
milie;asthe Paſtor inthe Church ; either by way 
of teaching by words, and example, or by bag 
ing, or by correRing. Firſt, teaching, and - 
ting ofthe familic is required, and that pany in 
reading, partly in delivering precepts out of the 
Word. Iris Gods Commandement, To whet the 
Law continually on our children, andto traine them 
yp, cucn from their childhood in the Scriptures. : 
Secondly, Calling them to account for things 


driving of the nayle to the head : this hinders 
yaine thoughts, words; atid exerciſes: this bani- 


ſherhmuch folly,and ignorancethatis bound vp 
inthe race} tr, 1 


our (clues, or others,to moue vhto confidencein ; 


ſeuour in his fight, and bis glorious'countenance:| - 
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and grauen to make aPrincely Pallace. ; 


delivered by Catechizing/isneedfull. This isthe | 


| ed-and ſcryants, Thirdly, | 
Application of Gods workes paſt:or; preſent, on | 


E offend| 


Pfal. ION. 


Deue. 6. 7, 


God, by the workes of hismercie; andto ray ey: | 


a 
Sewer. og 0 _- 
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Gen, 18.19. 


Col. 3. 16, 


| Pſal. 55- I7- 


'Dan. 6. 104 


—_ + 
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Lg EY etomptiothioionſer torqhetycaf thefamt- 
Ucisvpon thegouernours greds, as = aye of | 


rion;ie: pers. rs reformation: By theſe} 

> = e hemaylofone fe made Gods| 

| © where he andiour 
[os ſweerly ary erty Wo 

- But mens arechemoſtin this cale? 

| Mens' are :Sarhans Coures,' and grear | 

lates: -Howis-God ſought at] 

(rfiol}Jarievy1riemmbey in che Houſe | 
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offend/by cheworkes of: his jultice;/isajtb. requiz.| 
ſito; this'washoly braids: for twhoch!| 
' God would noghide his fecrerworkes frombiin;. 
Fouithly, Edificarion ofthe family wich 2 ſalmes, 
rene pens Je | 
the A rs Apgaine, as the Adaſter ob 
th 6 mult veqch/b bords) ſo. by-cxample;/| 
ltkeDaffaalkinginthewprightnes of hisheart 


riEChyrchvpon 'herPaftay::-.: 10] 
Eererrs On pee ia hork ably, \poiiplady in the 
hater -momingiang [cuening 10+ 
prom nyene makingconfcflionsof fans, | 
jr ex mrier perry with thankeſgi-| 
ving- E2oving and weruing, and w nobrewill tyrayy), 
Pl! make! a noyſe; faith Daxid.” Andi Daxzl three 
Himes # day proxed and prayſed Godin his houſe. 

't aftly; cherc ought to bein the familic Chriſti= 
an Diſcipline,tharit-any member thereof ſhould 
happentobe ouroforder, bycorreion; admo=| 
nition ,reprehenlion, or arworſt CXCOMMUNICA-= 


he; not graten after | 


effendlicude of 3 SS 2-18 nor-fin| 


_ fol | 
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Godstemple, when rhe Tdoll-of prophanenefſe, 
diſorder, vngodlinefle, &c.' worſe then 4arons 
molten Caltfe, is ere&ted-? How doeſt:thoy flatter 


whole familie, when thou'mockeſthim ? Thou 
ſeemeſt humbleat theChurch,but arr diſdainful, 
ſcornefull, hatefull,arrogant,and proud athome:; 


the Church, but art fullofmaliceybicter words, 
frowninglookes, and vakind carriages at home. 
T hou ſeemeſt in the publique houſe of God to 
yeeld obedience to wholeſvwme DoQrine,. but-ar: 
home { as'the TJewes did deale with'the blond of 
Chriſt) thou rramplcft it vnder thy feere. How 
doeſtthou enquite for God inthy familic, when 


. |Papiſt, Iew, Pagan, miſer, fwearer, oppreflor, and 
| others of the ſame ranke and ſtation alike? How 
canſt thou expe& 'Gods preſence on thy right 
hand any where, if thou ſuffereſtthy houſe to be 


their feathers, nor [weepſt'out' their filth?:Oh,I 
|beſeech you marke my words: The onward mag- 


pleaſantneſſe of ſcituarion, the coſtly hangings 
-|oni the walls, therich ferairore of honſhold ftofte; 
the goodly ſhew-of tall, and proper perſonable 
men are tothing, nay; outward ciuill order is no- 


ſorife,tharitrannesthroughthefilent,and ſeerer;| 
| Chambers;andiike:leprolicdefiles:theduundas)| 
ction;yea,cthe whole builditig:t Howis thy houſe 


thy (elfewith a-conceit of Gods preſence inthy | 


thou ſeemefi to be louingikind; and: friendly. ac | 


thou giucſt a welcome entertainment to Arheiſt, | 


as4 cage of yncleane- birds, and neither:pulleft | 


 {nificence and ſumptuouſneſſe of bnilding,':the | 


—_— 


thing, vnleſle all godly means with a godly mind 
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Heb, 16, 


be practiſed as well in the. priuate familie, as in | | 
Gods publiquehouſe.:Labourthereforexo make 
-| your houſe (by the induftrious and honeſt exer- | 
- | ciſes ofreading,praying,catechizing,cxamining, | 

ſinging of Plalmes, of entertaining, maintaining, | 
retaining godly ſcruants :of puniſhing, admoni-| 
| ſhing, reprouing, or excommunicating vngodly 
and ſintoll people) like Gods houſe, then ſhall | 
you haue cauſe of ioy, and matter offered ſuffici- | 


—_— 


_—_ 


entof WPI PAK ae | | 
Thirdly, A | _-Thethird houſe where God isto be ſought, is| 
o_uy theſoule ofa man. Thatistheremple of the lin- 


z Cor. 6.16. | ing God, and he hath ſaid,thar he will awell there, 
and walke there. And often haue his ſonnes and} 
-| faithfull eruants reioyced;that they might be in| 
the leaft ſort found worthie, that God would 
come thither. They ſought him in their hearts, | 
and found him- no where elſe, or ſooner then | . 


ee: 01 io rt phos | | 
neſs. Longs how ſhall I make my heart Gods Tem-| 
| Ao _ Firſt, Asin the Temple God was daily wor-| 
ſhipped; there were daily ſacrifices offered, the | 
| Scriptures read andexpounded, and prayers pre=| 
| ferred vnto God from his propl So muſt thou|. 
| get a proportion inallthele,ifthy heart be Gods| 
| remple. Firſt, thou mutt privately, yea,ſceretly a- | 
IH partdaily worſhip & adore himin thy foulewith | 
perſonall worſhip,concerning ſuch thoughts and | 
impreffions, of his vnutterable. Deitie, as the | 
rongue in no wiſe canexpreſſe. Secondly, Thou | 
muſz offcr the ſacrifices of praiſe and thankes, for | 
- 7 - | his : 


| 
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his perſonall bleflings, and benefics, call to mind 
how rich in his bountie he hath beene to thy 
| foule, and ſo expreſſe thy humble thapkefulneſle 
vnto him. Thirdly, daily ſupplicate vnto him, 
and powre out thy foule in prayer vnto his maic= 
tie, deſiring the remiſſion of finnes paſt, preuen- 
tion of {innes tocome, forrow-and humiliation | 
for finnes preſent, begge graces fit for thy faluati- $2 
on,and ſuch ſtrength therein as may vphold thee 
&c, Fourthly, Solely and apart eucry day reade | 
the Scriptures, and other godly Treariſes, as oc= 
caſion may giue leaue from. honeſt 'labours, and 
being read wiſely, diſcreetly, vnderftandingly, 
apply to thy vie and benefit, | 


Secondly, thy Heart muſt be as the Arke with. 
in the Sanfuary, wherein were kepr the Tables 
of the Law, written with Gods ownefinger - thou 
muſt endcuour in obedience to all Gods Com- 
mandements: entreat God to write his law in thy 
heart, that thou maiſt newer depart from it. Ter; z3. 33, 
Thirdly, thy heart asthe Arke muſt keepe the 
Pot of Manna, a type of Chriſtthe foode of life : 
cloſe Chrift within thy heart, and hold hin as 
thy life, ncuer to partwith him ; for that Por figu- 
red the Sacraments,in which Chriſt is propoun- 
dedthe food ofthe ſoule. | 
 Fourthly, thy heartas the Arke myſt containe 
Aarens rod that had budded, ſignifying the diſci- 
line & govuernmentof Chriſt, vntowhich thow| 
muſt ſublerhy ſelfe-lerthis red flouriſh in. thee 


— WEEN 


| ſceke the. puritie- of heart, wherein: is Gods de- 


|crazineſſe, and-lameneſſe by corruprion : ſuch]. 


| in ſinne and wickednefle, ſuch rouing thonghes, 
| fleſhly defires, carnal! and worldly purpoſes; 


'[and made an vtter.deniall of his entrance. Let 
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and ftoope with reuerence and. feare to this ſcep= 
ter. By this meanes thy .ſoule.is Gods Tem- 
ple,” where- ke-will:be found as-a man;-in' his 
Bur alas, though kis be ſo neceſſary a dutie to 


light, yetwho is icthataddreſſeth-himſelfe ro-it? | 
Every one is deficient inchispoine, the cleanſing 
ofthe ſoule is leaſtthonght of for Gods habirari= 
on: Andyet whois it, that boaſtes not of ſuch a 
ood and honeſthearr, that makes not his:brags| 
of fact itiward goodneſle, as if God had dwelr 
there long? Who is he that complaines of his 
want of {pirituall furnicure for. his ſoule ? Bur 
looketothy ſelfe narrowly, peepe in through the 
windowes,and thou ſhaſt cl nde ſuch inward 


halting berweene God and man, ſuch deadneſle 


naughtic intentions, and ſuch defe&ts of graces, 
asifrhy hearthad ſworne againſt 'Gods preſence, 


theſe things be well examined, and tell me ifir'be| 
-not morethen needfullrocall for helpe,the ſpirir| 
of fanAification, to cleanſe and. waſh all white] 
within, to purge the ſoule from dead workes,and| 
to make it a cleane houſe for God. to abidein. 
T he way to finde the loſt groat 1s to ſweepe the 
houſe, and to ſift the doſt: and fo labour forin- 
ward holineſle and anfatic, guy thy hearrridd of 
ic, 


- 


deceirfalneſſe and hypocriſie, of finne and ini. 
quirie,| 


$4 _ 
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quitie, ſift rhe corners, ſer vp a light in ir, the 


[ally into euery farre nooke of it, and then ger a 
weeding hooketo pulloutDarnell and Cockle, 
ſo ſhalrthou not be long abſent from the Lorg, 

atlengrh to thy conſolation thou ſhalt finde 

him. Thus we mult ſeeke the Lord 
in his houſe, the publique 
aſſemblies,our owne 
Families, and 

Soules. 


Candle of Faith, and vie a proſpeRiue continy-| 
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pitewic wi Pilewr nl preant fo» was; bi] 


| 4» The ſecond Sermon, 


ſaerz3% Econdly, as we muſt ſceke Gop 
-P0( ED A - In hisowne houſe, ſo withaſpiz 
|< —2J8D| rituall-eye, as he himſclfe is a 
| {piricuall ſubſtance ; fleth and 
"| bloud canner fee him, though 
they {ecke him : we can neuar 


pierced with the cyc of fleſh,whichſeerh nothing 


cumſcriptible, as God ts not; nay, if the ſouleof 
a man, a hnite ſpirit,cannot be ſcene with the bo-; 
dily eye, much lefle the God of ſpirits, who is in- 
finige, and of fach puritie as the Angels are not 
| ableto behold. S. 12hn faith, No man hath ſcene 
God at any time; and S. Paul ſaith, God awelleth in 


| zcithercan ſee: and therefore concerning theout- 
would be glad to ſee God, hardlythinking there 


the eruth is, God cannotbe ſcene. Neitherarewe: 
able to ſee and finde God by the eye of our mind, 


v 


* With the eye 


burtthat which is finite, materiall, vifible,and cir« | 


| Secondly, ſeek 
. of faith and 
| bed; 


[light not tobe attained to, whons no man hath ſeen; | 
| [ward ſight (whereby curious and ignorant men : 


lis ay when noneinthisſorrcanbe ſcene ) | 


[ (whileſt we arc here)as itis corrupred ;the reaſon 
1s this, becauſe all our knowledge is by _ 
EP: F an 


| 4 
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and faſhions conceiuedin our minde, and for the | 
moſt partfloweth. from the ontward ſenſes, bur | 
God (as hath.beene ſaid) cannot be perceived | 
by our ſenſes. No man cuer ſawthe gloric of the 
Lord, viz.his Eſſence and divine Mateſtie,no,not 
|| Aoſes himltife; neither could heſechim expreſſ- 
_ |lywith theeycof his minde. Bur thus farre we | 
| ſeethe Lord, after an obſcure faſhion we (ce his 
'] lone and mercy, and kindneſſeto vs in the reve- } 
\| larignof his onne Chriſt; in his beneuolent gifts 
of grace, in the-remiſhon. of {innes, iuſtification, 
ſanQification, &c. But atthe laſt day we fhall ſee| 
hiovfully;in his brightnefſe and beaurie, cuen as 
| x Cor. 13-12-| hejs:: Now we know him in part, ſayth Paul, but 
then weſhall know: #5 we are knawne, 
Fe | .Groſfſeatethoſeold Heretiques, the Anthropo- 
_ | worphites,thatgaue to God an humane forme,&c. 
The Scriptures ( ſpeaking after our capacitie ) | 
give vnto- him the parts of man, as feere, hands, 
| face, &c. And whereas they alledge fome appari-| 
tions, and viſions which:the Fathers had; as 4-} 
braham of threegoingto deſtroy Sodame, as Lot of | 
two,&c.I anſwere, that God appeared vnto-them 
norin. his nature, butin ſuch a forme as pleaſed | 
him, Many faw, Sea quodvolunt a: elegit, now quod 
natura formanit, Whathis will choſe,nor what his | 
nature-formed. Men-ſaw him when he would, in-\ 


fuch formes as: he would; nor-inchis-divi 
ture, wherein he laythid eventhen.w 
ſeene. non red ROD aber roo! 
Groſle likewiſe and ridicoſous are our com- 


4 


T") 


j 
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- |himtobe a manin ſhape. andpaſſion like them- 
| ſelues ; The Epicure, who thought there washo 

happineſſe vnder the Sunne, but incamall ptea- 

ſure, imagined God'to. be ofthe ſame ſenſuall 


was hischiefeſt felicitie. And Dasidſayth in the 
Plalme, thatthe vngodly perſon, who runnes to 
all manner of cxceſſe, ioyning with the thecfe, 
and partaking with the adulterer, and opening 
his mouth with the ſlanderer, thinkes God like 
himſelfe : and generally, our- priuate .thonghts 
touching God are not ſo holy, fo reuercar, ſo di- 
uine, ſo tall of reſpe& as they oughrrobe. 


org; rhen we muſt prayro himeo- openthe-eyes 


vndeeftanding, that we may ſee him-now, not as 
| he is in hiseternall being, fortharcannet be,butr 
as he hath reucaled himſelfe mercitully: and gra- 
ciouſly vnto'vs inall his ſpirituallendowments of 

race. This is the ſecond thing required in our 


theeye of ſenſe or nature, but with the eye of 
ce, enlightened andelecred. | 


| [and meanes: firſt, by the word in Precepts and 

Promiſes. This is a Lanthorne to our feere, and a 
lightto'our pathes,by which God may be diſcer- 
ned, whom the darkneſſe of the: world cannot 
comptechend. We reade, that when Gadappea- 
red to Eliah, before him went amis htie ſlrong winde, 
whichrent the monntaines but the Lord was not in we? 
_  =—Y wind. 


humour,and deemed that freedome from buſines 


-- Therefore ifwewould ſethe backe parts of the 
| of '6uriinindes, to cleere them-with the grace of 


Ecking the Lord, namely, to ſecke him not with | 


5 Thirdly we muſt ſecke God by his owne light | © 


Pal.e.r8.2x 


&c, n 


He 


| wind. After the wind came, came an earthquake, and 


| hearing, to be (as ir were) the pipe, by which the 


-. | hearing, they are fonnes of wrath, paſtall hopeof 
. © | Gods loving preſence; there is no courſe, though 
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after it afire, but the Lord was inneither : but then at 


 Lordwas. And that was it which moſt affefted 
Eliahs heart; for, as the Story ſayth, When Elijah 
heardit, he couered his face with a mantell, and went 
oxt. 'Whcreby the Lord would teach vs, that as 
1in-the firſt delivery. of the Law, the inftrument 
which God taught them by wasa voice ( ke pur- 
poſcly forbearing to preſent himſelfe to their cies 
1n a viſible ſhape, leaſt they ſhould tick roo much 
vpon ourward ſhewes) ſo they likewiſe in tol- 
lowing times ſhould truft eſpecially tothe ſame 


the naked and bare inftruQtion of the eare : and 
therefore. all counterfeit Religions are full of 
beantie; Images, {ignes, and bodily repreſentati- 
ons, wherewith the world is bewitched; Bur .the 
inſtrument that brings vs tothe Lord is his owne 


/es bythe carc, then to give him his deſire in pre- 
theſame courſe, and hath: ordained the fenſe of 
faving knowledge of his will may.be conveyed 


downe intothe heart. - |! +; + ts} 
* Andas forthoſe who will not be inftruted by 


laft of all camea ſtill and ſoft voice, and in that the | 


meanes, which God (as it were) by his awne| 
| mouth hath ſanQified vnto them at the begins 
ning, namely, a voyce..'Fhe nature of man rather | 
affets thatwhich offereth it ſelfe to the eyg,then | 


word :the Lord thought it fitter to informe 20: | 


-, [ſentinghimſelfe to his eye: ſo hedoth till hold| 


| 


| 


—_ 


» , 
# 
Sf 
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| 


 [God,to prepare our cares to the meanes of know- 


in mansreaſon neuer(o little; that is able ro reco- 
ner them.Lect ir admonith vs, if we deſire to know 


ledge. Remember what Salomon hath ſaid, thar 
it is bat the ſacrifice of fooles, which all thoſe pers 


[andthe ſeeking of [peciall. teſtimonyof his pre- 
ſence there; is called theſtekingof his face. And | 


Sanfuary, andirbetweene the Cherubins: So 
in the new Teſtament, God hath appointed cer- 
taine ſignes, as ſo many way-markes to finde him} 


weare, and readie to heare. Thus much of the word, 


ſort;or to conceine the maicſtic of God,is inftruc- 


and viſible repreſentments.;;i 7.2 3 0 221020, 
A ſecond meanes to ſceke God are ſuchſignes 


ueale his grace in. In the old reftamene belceuers 
miuſtſecke himim facrifices and ceremonies, and 
therein he gaue- them 'gracions anſweres:: The 
Arke ofthe Couenant wascalled the face of God; 


becauſe he was ſo ſpecially- preſent there, .the 
Tewes in their Praycrs muſt turne their faces ro- 


the 7ewes might know where to finde Godar all 
times;hetold them that hewould dwell in the 


outzas the publique ſeruing of. hinv in ſpiritand 
truth ; reſorting co Gods Temple, and there ioy- 
ning in holy worſhip with thereftof his people, 
is the way to ſeeke him. The offcring vþ of the 
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forme, who come into the houſe of God, and are not | 
teaching vs,that a man defirous to know in fome | | 


red more largely-by che earc, then by outward |- *  ** 


of his preſence as he hath 'made- choice-of to're- | 


wardsthe Arke, and towards 7er»/alews. And that | 


ſacrifices of prayer and'praike; Callupomme in the 
Frans F 3 = aay | 


F Eccl, 4. I7., 


Exod, 25.8, | 


= 
_—_ 


| Pll.go.rg. 


| Plal. r4. 2, 


Fourthly,ſceke 

Godinthe ” 

right way. 
Ter, 6.16, 


| 
| 


| doth totheeate:Inall which he will be ſought, | 
{and out of theſewillnotbe found. God cannor 


| were warned bythe Oracle, to goe into their 


] common beaten way;:butby obedience, and hu- 
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dayof treuble, and. 1 will. heare thee, and thes ſhalt 
prayſe me. The frequenting.of the Sacraments, 
whtch repreſenethatto the eye, which the, word 


be ſeene, or found, but ”. owne: light, and 
therefore he that muſt ſceke him, muſt haue the' 
light of vnderſtanding. 7he Lord looked downe to 
ſee if any would -onderſtand, and ſecke after God. 

-:Fourthly, as we muſt ſecke God by his owne 
meanes ſo, in therightway, which -is-called; the 


ſceke God that way we lofi him, for ſo itis likely 
weſhall neucr heare of him :hurthere is another 
way, though a ſtraicand backe way, which ſaqne 
brings vsro him; The familic of /acob (thole (e- 
rentie ſoules)came downe to Egyptthrough the 


cledabout to Czxcas,through'the Arabian Dez 
ſert. Thethree Wiſemen tharworſhipped Chriſt 


Countrey another way. Imitate theſe Sages,thou 
loſt God by tranſgreſbon, ſeeke him nor in that 


miliation: thow loft God by adultery, ſeeke him 
by chaſtitic : thou loſt him by the way of pride; 
hatred, wantonneſffe, wrath, ryot, ſeeke him by 
the way of humilitte,Joue,temperance, patience, 
ſobricrie :thon Joſt God by.the way of couerouſe 
neſle; contention, ſwearing,ptophaneneſle,ſeeke 
him by the way of contentation, peace, honouz 


[0 


old way, and-therefore the good way: We muſtnot | 


land of the Philifaws, but after fortie yeares cir-| 


———— 


I” 


ring his name, holineflc of life -.chou Joſt him by | 
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the way of vaine ſuperſtition, ſeeke him bythe | 
way of Chriſtian Religion: to conclude, as thou 
Wy himby theway of finne, ſo now ſet on to ſeek 
him by the way of repentance,an d reformarion - | 
Areformed life is the new way,2nd beſt way ; till 
chou ſer foote in it,thogartour of the: right way, | 
and ſoone ſhalt looſe thy way to God'renter into 
it, and bid farewell ro thy ſfinnes, that thou mailt| 
with a quicke diſpatch, wheele about. inro' thy | 
owneCouatnty. HH EET OL SUD: oþ 
' Fiftly, as we muſt ſeeke Godin the right iway, | Fifty, ſeeke 
fo in Gods manner, and thar isdiyerſe' ſorrs' of | Godin his 
wayes. Fitſt, Earcly : This was the Prophets| .,rady, 
praiſe 5 Early inthe mornias will / 'ſeeke / heeT har PAL 63.2, 
is, euery moriiing, the' beginhing-of myworke'| 
ſhall be ro looke towards thee; will beginne'my | | 
duties in fairhfull inuocaring thy helve, and aidi-] | 

And as in the _ oftheday;' ſo alſo in the 
- [morning of thy life, not to ſceeke God by 
Repentance, faith, obedience, &c: Phis ts the 
chiefe ſeaſon : Remember thy Creator in the dayes of | Bcd. x1,9, 
|:by youth. Awound lookttoat firſt when its freſhs | 
eft is ſooneſt healed; A groatnewly droptdowne 
through thefingers, ifirbepreſendyſoughtafter| 
will ſoone be found: Sowill God-in youth, from. er” 
whence (asa friend) he hath latelydepanted; by} ... 
reaſon of finne. Behold then, as eueryday ofthy 
life, ſo principally thon oweſt the prime part of 
thy ms rorhis duricwlicnthoy art firongeſtand! 
apteſt. WNT | 
| : But many deferreto ſeckethe Lord, vntiltthe 
© laſt weeke of their life,the laſtday ofthe weeks, | 


” 42a at 37 


— 


"Y 


— 
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PA. 57. 9» 
x Sam. 15,23. 
Gen, 2 1. 14+ 
Toh. 8. 3. 
Toh, 20, 1. 


4. Earncſtly. 


| | 
_ | «.thelafthoure of theday,.the laſt minute of the 
| © houre. It isan exorbitant courſe,while rhe ſhip 


'| < ſailesſtrong,the gale fauourable,the Sea calme, 
|* rolie. idle at, Rode, carding, dicing, drinking, 
I ih "EG rhe.ſeaſonable weather, and whenthe, 


1+ vpaile far a voyage into farre Countries: and: 
>. | yetMughis the akil | Crs 

'-. >|4themorningiof youth, and ſoundnesofhealth, 
.|<.gnd perfit vic of reaſon, though they cannotre= 
|< foluezo weigh the Anchor, and cut the Cable 
|*hat-wich-holds them from ſecking of Chrift, 
<.neuertheles, they feed themſclues with aftrong 


[* their ſenſes aſtonied,all the powers of the mind, 


|< and parts-of che body diſtempered ; then for- 
< ſooth;they thinke {uddenly to become Saipts: 


| we muſt ſecke for this ſpirituall andeternall trea- 
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« is ſound, the tackling (ure, the Pilor. well, the 


+ thip leakes, the Pilot licke, the Mariners faint, 
« the ftormes boyſterous, and the Seaa turmoile 
© of outragiousſurges;tolaunch forth, and hoyſe 


ilLofeycniug ſeekers, who in|: 


« perſwaſion, thac wheu heir wits are diſtrafted, 


© attheir death, howſocuer they demeancd them- 
© ſeluesas Deuilsall their life. . yy 
Let vs awake from (inge with Danzd early, riſc| 
with Samnellearly, with Abraham ſend away Ha- | 
ear carly, with Chrift and his Audience comets, 
the Church early, fecking the Lord with Mary |. 
Magdalenearly: Ofthis point more largly rouch- 
ing the opportunity of ſecking, hereafter follow- 
ing. Secondly, Earneftly; As the hushandman 
for gold, ſiluer, and hisearthly Commodities, ſo. 


4 


Q—— 


ſure: the former ſeckes eagarly,and ly 
« 7h | q 


wiz 
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ſo muſt we, Ourdefire as it isto enioy;. fo:itmuſt:: 
be earneſtand feruent in the purſuit; wequghers:/ 
negle no time, nor pretermitany the leaſt occa-;| 
ſion of finding. A loitering man that cares not 
[wherherbe worke or no,may get forhis idleneſſe-/. has ood 
2a ſuit of ragges : and he that thinkes to. gaine "P 
| Gods graces with nothing adoe, thay well go: 
without them. There goes the ftriuing for maſte- 
[ries before the Crowne ; a painfull Fyeating race 
before the getting of the goalc,andan induſtrious 
diligence ( ama inn. ſcrioyus thoughts 
to this purpoſe ) before the: obtaining of the 
Lords grace and fauour, eto hoc) 
Secke painefully, not careleſly, not onerly, as 
the woman for her groat;/cek as for ſilner,ſearch xs. 
forgold.The mint ot goldlies not in the firſt ſpade 
it lies deeper : ſearch with a deſireof finding; 
for its well if afterall paines, we findear the laſt. | 
' Thirdly, Sinccrely, with a good andihoneft | Thirdly, $;a.. | 


Luke 5, 
Pro. 2, 4+ : 


. | heart. - Quod cor non facit, now ſit ; What the heart | **ly. 


doth notis not done atall. {dams body being 
newly framed of the {lime of the carth, lay liveles 
and breathleſſe, varill che breath of life was brea- 
thed into it; So the ation of ſeeking God, with 
all che circumſtances and 'tearmes. thereof, is no- 
thing worrh in the ſight of God, vntill from the 
Altar of the heart, the fire of zeale, (inceritie, and 
integritie incenſe them. S. Peters hidden anan: of | 1 Per. 3. 10, 


. |the heart, S. Panls obedience from the heart, Circums | N96. 17, 


Rom. 10. &e, 


ciſfion of the heart, &6c. are acceptable to' GOD: | Deur. 10, 16. 


Therefore in our ſecking the Lord, let our heart 


mirch along, that.ſo we may ſerne.him' with the 
— 0 beſt] | 


IX" Q - —_ ad a 36... —— 8. 


AR. 8, 


Ter. 29. IJ, 


Pſal, 119.10. 


.- 1] ottheauen (as it were ) with;the mourh, bur the 


: . . rhe oid/Pagan foorhſayers atany time miſſed: the 
- ©] hearvintheentratles of the: Sacrifice, or if they 


&a.L 


-- | our'motion, whoſe death patrarty: lowing ] 


| be memberwehave.. As./oſeph charged rhe Paz | 
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triarches, not toifce his face; ynleſſe their brother | - 
Beniaminu came with them: ſo ſtandeth the Lord 
affeted tothe heart: ifrhou wilt goeto the Lord 
goe withthy heart. Tee ſhall ſecke and find me, faith 
Gad, $504ue-yea ſhall ferke: me with all your hearts. 
Thus didthePropher Dauzd ſecke the Lord,as he | 
ceftifiecivin his owne words, with my whole heart 
dae I ſeeke thee. . 

 i/F hts.condemnes hypocriticall ſeeking which 
isdegeirfull;Icfhall never fade acceptance with | 
God, nor ſee his lonely countenance. Itdrawes 
neareto God with the lips,and:toucheth the creſt 


hearvis far from:God. It thy-heart be not ſingle, 
then'Peteritn the perfon of Simen Mage hath read 
thy doome. Thou haſt na part in true Repentance,, 
becauſe thy: heart i not right in the fight of God, If 


found it withour panting and moouing, they 
were wonderfully appauled, and ſtrongly feared 
tharfomedanger would enſue. For they obſer. 
ved; thatiii the facrifice:of 7x/izr, the heart, was 
wanting : and immediately-afrer, his moſt famili=: 
ar friends conſpiredagainſt him, and ſtabbed him. 
inthe Captcoll. They likewiſe obſerued in the 
ſacrifice of Pertinax, how the heart lay ftill. with=. 


the people lamented with this wailing acclama- 
tion, While Pertinax raigned we lined ſecurely, 


; 
\ 


and feared: none. In: our Chriſtian ſacrifice,gf 


PI - -————————— ——_—_ 


prayers 
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prayersand repentance,alas,the heart is wanting, 
or atleaſt not ſtirring, there is ſo litrle faith, feare; |. | 
obedience, zeale, ſinceritic among vs. 'Whacrhis | 
heartleſfe ſerning,ſeeking of Godimeaneth, T carts | 


not in particular divine. lam no Propher, nor 
the ſonne of a Prophet; yetſure I am, icportends 4 


no good. For prevention therefore of imminent 
Iudgements,let vs ſeeke the Lord heartily, gining | Heb. 10. a2. 
him rhe whole and cntire poſſeſſion thereof, as 

himſelfe juſtly cals for it ſaying, Turne yee untome | Deue,16. 6. 


_ dad ee ett ten i a ee nts Kod 5 ob ha eG FF 


with all your heart. Fg SH, 
' Fourthly, ſecke Godin his ſonne Thrift He is þ Fourthly, in 
the onely Mediator thar paſſeth betwixt Godand | &,.:2 
vs, without whom none can come vato, and find ; 
his Father. He is onr 7acobs ladder, whoſe huma- 
nitie coucheth the earth,and hisdininittereached | - . 
to heauen. He is that new and liuing way, through  Hb-1o. 20, 
whom we hane acceſſe to the Father. He is the way the | 5,1 
trath, and the life. vOY 
Gb: But how ſhall we come vnto Chrift ? 
Anſ: The way to himis faith; for, We walke 


by faith, not by ſight. He that ſeekes God to finde ' Ha 
| —_ 
Plal..24. 


z Cor, F, T. 


him muſt belecuc in him. We are a generation 
of ſeekers, ofthem that ſeeke the face of the God 

1acob. If we follow faith as our guide we! ſhall | 
neueretre: yet miſtake me not, I meane nota na- 
ked, ſolirary, imaginary fancic of faith ;:this is 
preſumption, nor perſwaſion, bura fliving,aſanc. 
tifying a iuſtifying fairh=afaith\workitþbyloue, 
T his way to Chriſt hath'the approbativa of the | -:.-- } 1/11 
Spirit, rounding the faithfullite rhe eare, 7% & 16. ;o. 21, 


the way, walkein it, and lofig aged prophecying. 
DE eee DEE © 


be Ce EL EE EST 
up is ae. —_ 


——— 


Fd 


The godly Mans Taquiſition. 


Iſa. 2 Fo 8, 


Gal. 6. 16. 


2 Sam. 18. 23." 


Fiftly,Reſo- 
lutely. 


] Phil 3.11.12. 


of it: there (ball be away, and the way (hall be called 
holy, the polluted ſhall not paſſe byitz Neither Lyon, 
norBeare, nor any hurtfull creature ſhall walke in 
it;: Pherefore-whoſocuer walke according to this 


racl of God. 


% 


: 1 T his condemnes the, Papiſts that ſeeke Gods 


-.27 | fayour by other wayes then the true ſtatue Chriſt, 


the Virgin-2a7y, and a number of their owne 


_ | Canonized-Saints make a way for them, thus ſay 


they ; but Gods precious Oracle finds notongue 


T hisalſo condemnes the Solifidians(yeaNul- 
lifidians ) that runne well but quite beſide the 
marke. 4himaas by: running the neareſt way out- 


but the way to him(leading through the intricate 
Mazes ofthis our Pilgrimage) is a ſound guiding 


- | faith; Make this thy rode, and then (though nor 
. | {6 ſoone as thou wouldefi thou ſhalt ſee God in 


his brightneſle of Joue and mercie. 

Fiftly, Reſolutely ; Reſolution is neceſſary to 
this-point, The Souldiers reſolution is the.bat- 
tel] : the Sowers reſolution 1s his plowing, and. 
ſowing ;the Schollers reſolution 1s his ſtudies; 
. And all ovrreſolution ought to be this godly re= 
ſolution4o ſeckethe Lord. Zet the dead bury the 


 vnſer- 


/ CT IF TECES 


ws _ 
$5 ers rr __— Wh. - He ITO [ 


7 


rule, peace be vpon them, and mercie, and vpon the 1ſ- | 


5 ; >| ſpeaking to this purpoſe:Ir onely ſhewerk Vs gui- l 
©: danceto; God, in, andthrough Chriſt. 


| tripped the Egyprian ; and many make aſhort| 
| cutto Chriſt, by (ory conceits as hote as flames: 


dead, i willfollow hard towards the marke of the high| 
; | calling. Iwill ſceke God. Agrippaalmoſt perſwaded 


| to bea, Chriſtian, was alrogether no. Chriſtian :| 
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vnſetledneſle isthe breake-necke of many Chri- "= 
ſtian courſes, when there is a purpoſe, and then | 
no purpoſe, a willand no will to ſeeke God. Itis 
not leaden heeles, bur faint and dead hearts thar 
makes vs ſlagger, and vntill the fire of determina- 
tion, together with the hor coales of ſtedfait re= 
ſolution enflame vs onwards in our Inquiſition, 
we ſhall not enioy the promiſed Canaan, that land 
of fruitfulnes, where God is perpetually reſident. | 
T herefore as Dauid [wore and ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to | Phal, rg, 

keepe Gods righteous indgements; (0 let his caſe be 
fours, that we may with full purpoſe bend our 
| [ſelyes in Repentance ro ſeekethe Lord, whatſoe- 
ver other occaſions and matters may caſually fall 


in our way. | 


_.. Sixtly, Direct 
circuiting perambulations: crooked wayes and 


crooked feere will caſt backward. Peter was fhent | Ga1. +, 
for walking with a wry foote to the Goſpell, 

| Therefore take heed to thy feer,and make fraight | Ecdl. g. 1. 
pathes onto them.T he way to heauen is both ſtraite Heb. 2. 22. 
and ſtraight, like the /freete in Damaſcus, which | AR. g, x1, 
was called the ſtraight flreete. Herhat goes about | 
ro ſecke God, muſt goe as Paul to: Coos, with a | 3-21, x, 
ſtraight courſe, therefareas thou art carefull ro| 1 
feron, ſo beasdiligent ro ſctour in therightand by 
dire& paſſages; leaue by-wayes and wrie-wayes 
to notturnall walkers, perambulatians and cir- EE 
cuitions to Sathan, thar infernall Peripatetike.| * © Pþ 
Such as will obtaine Gods mercic, and finde his 
tokens of grace, muſt neither turne to the right| . . _... | 
handofſelfe-pleaſing ſingularitie, nor to thelefe | Dent-5.32.33; 

| - 63. Ty hand} | 


ly ; Beware of blind lanes, and |\Sixtly, Di. 
realy, 
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Seuecnthly , 
* Conſtantly. 
Math. 24 13+ 


Reu, 2, 10. 
And 2.26, 


Pſal. 78. 57. 


| 
Heb. 6.5. 
2 Per.2-2 1,2. 
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band of vulgar impletie: but walke in the true 
profeflion ot the Catholique faith, and'in an hoz 


.| ne{F vocation, warranted by Gods word. | 


Seucnthly, Conſtantly ; Continue ſeeking, He 
that continues to the end ſhall be ſaued. Gods grace 
is worth all our ſeeking, though we ſhould 1ecke 
itathouſand yeare, giue not ouer till it be found, 
Be watchfull to the en4 and thou (halt haue the crowne| 
of life, and he that keepeth my workes to the end, to| 


him will I pine power ouer nations. What a ſhame is 


itthen torecotleand fall off from ſeeking, bend- 
ing backe like a broken Bow ; to begin inthe ſpirit 
andend inthe fleſh? Whata ſhameis irafterthoy |. 
haſt fed on Angels food, to luſtafter the Onions 

and Garlicke of Egypt? After thou haft eſcaped| 
the filthineſſe of the world, taſted of the good 
Word of God, and of the joyes to come, to 7urne 


from the holy Commandement, and with the dogge to 


returne to his vomit ? What did it profit Demas to| 
forſake the Goſpell,which once he profeſſed, and 


to turne worldling, which dearely he loued? Or 
the yong man to have beene trayned vp.in the 
keeping of the law, and afterward to depart from | 
Chriſt for the foue he had to his poſfefhons? and 
what good ſhall we reape'in ſeeking, repenting, 


praying, humbling, hearing, &c. if we faintand 
give our before we obtaine the thing ſought? 

Like as herhatrunnerh.iin'arace;valeſſe he hold 
out to the-goale, obtainerh-jior the price, and 
therefore fayth Paul, 1 have friifhed my courſe, asit 
ite not Zotswifeto hauegoneoutof Sodome, 
After to looke backe :£50' they ſhall-neuey 


[1 u 
# . 
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i 
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come to the Lord,that lagger by the way,thatare] © 
wearie ofthe dutie vndertaken, and runne them.| _.. 
ſelnes out of breath, betorethey cometo the end| 
oftheirrace. And if ſuch as ſeeke, but before the 
end giue our, ſhall nor finde, what then ſhall be- 
come of onr wicked prophane wretches that ne- 
verſeckeatall ? What ſhall become of them thar 
ſeeke onely vanities? Which flie nor, but ſeeke 
the corruption which is in the world, that care 
for nothing but backe and belly ? If God reie&t 
the righteouſnes and will of the Iewes, what hope 
canſt thou haue which neyer thinkcſt of God, but 
to blaſpheme him ? Which delighteſt onely to- 
wallow in abhominable ſ{innes? I muſt tell thee 
that ten thouſand rimes thy berters arc in hell, e- | 
uen ſach which hauerapt hard at heauen gates, 
which haue beſtowed many houres ia prayers, | 
much money on the poore, &c. If ſuch. as ſeeke,,| 
miſe, for keeking amiſfſe, much more thoſe.thar 
| ſceke not at all, orthe contrary. - ; +; ;-. -; 
This may aduiſfevs to renue:our firength as the, 
Eagle, to waite onthe Lord, torunne and notbe weary, 
to walke and not faint. Treesof the Lords planting, 
continne their fruits-indeficiently;, neither doe;| 
theirleanes drop off. Letvs be prouoked:to con- 
ftancie in ſearchingthe Lord, and-hereuntolet vs. 
conſider motives, and meanes. | od 
I. Motines, TITS 
7. Theend of Redemption: is to follow the! r,4,,,... 
Lord, to ſerve him/in righteoutneſle and. holines.|* "i 
all our dayes. 2. Righteouſheſſe departed from | Ezek, 18; 24.| 
is vaine and forgotten. All labour, prayers,repen-| 


tance, 


— kt 


nn menos, 
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rance, obedicnce, yea, all ſnfferings are loſt, as the 
Gal.3.4 | Galathians ſuffered many things in vaine: 3.Thou. 
ſhalt be indged as thou arr found when the Lord 
comes. The queſtion ſhall not be, what thou waſt 
| once, but whitthou art; not how thou began to 
ſeeke, bur how thou continuedſt in Secking. 
4. Perſcueranceat length brings home the, pro= 
fir, it knits vs indifſolublie rothe Lord, and. puts 
Rom. 2.7, | Vpon our heads the Crowne of glorie. Glory and 
Immortalitie isthe part onely of fuch zs by conti- 
nuance in well doing ſeeke God. And our Sauiour| 
is expreſſc,to you which haze continued with me haue 

[ appointed a kingdome. | 

2. Meanes. = | 

r. Getan infallible teftimony of Gods fauour, 
Toh. 6-4% [ariſing from the wiſe application of Gods promi- 
ſes, and the ſure witneſſe of his Spirit. 2. That 
| thy ſelfe purified, make conſcience to repent of 
ſinne, and reſpe& all Gods Commandements. 
3. Continue the vie of the meanes of preſeruati- 
| on, as hearing, reading, praying, receiuing of the 
Sacraments, &c. 4. Toyne thy ſelfe with ſuch as 
daily ſeeke the Lord. 5: Labourto know the ne- 
ceſſary vie and worth of the Lords preſence, that 
ſo thou maiſt confeſſe and profeſſe his goodneſle 
| [amid humorous opinions and firange oppolici- 
Nwllm violen-| Ons. 6. Be not too-hote and ouer-haſtie at firſt, 
Fm perperunn | but mecke, traftable, ſociable,for boyſtcrous,and 
[| .:;.: . 4 hot-ſporred natures will not hold.long. 7. Be c- 
| | uerwatrie, andcircumſpe&ro welke on by feare, 
1 **.*- ] alwayesdoubtringthine owne weakneſſe, and ſuf- 
| x Cor, 10.12. | peRing thy irength. 'Let him that ſfandeth take | 


heede 


Luk, 22.28, 


Ws. 
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| Commandement, found God on the Mount. And 


' | gregation, thatthey may ſpiritually by the illu- 
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heede leaſt hefall. Thus of our direRion in ſeeking, 
theLord. 7} 3325 ooo 10 oif9 16zve 
#/hile he may be found] There is a time(it ſeemes) 
when God will be found of his ſeruants that ſceke 
him: It is his owne promiſe, and he will not 
gain-lay it, The poore Pal not alway be forgotten, the 
hope of the afflicted ſhall not periſh for eaer, It makes 
God yearne within himſelfe to ſee the godly ſeek 
him in diſtreſſe, and himlelfe to with-hold his 
preſence from them. Therefore the firſt time 
wherein God will be found, is the godly mans exi. 


ſaith Moſes, and all theſe things are come vpon thee, 
at the lengthif thou ſeeke the Lord, he will not forſake 
thee. Dauid called out of the deepe, and God 
heard him. Moſes cryed at the red Sea, andthen 
God was found, Abraham three dayes after the 


after three dayes when the caſe was hopeleſſe, 
and theDiſciples faith a little preiudiced, Chriſt 
roſe againe. + OA 
Secondly, another time of finding God, is the 
time of preaching Gods pure word , by it God 
knockesat the doore of our hearts, and deſires 


gents, and extremirie : hex thou art in tribulation | 


entrance;By ithe ſo reveales him(elferorhe con- 


minated&eyeof the minde,beljold him preſent af- 
teran admirable ſort among them. The time of 
preachingthe Goſpell in Scripthre is called the 
Day of viſitation. 4 

Thirdly, atiother time of finding, is when we 


in 


haue vſcd all godly exerciſes, & heauenly meanes | 


Pal, g. 1s. 


Times to find | 
God, 


Dent,4-2 9420 


"" 


Reu. 3,20, 
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52 
_ -[andfilthieſtuffe of idlenefſe, we are aliens from| 


| doore, calls vypoa vs, and brings with him ſuch 
.| duſtrie, | 
\- Fhis may teach vsto cenfurecharitably ofthe| 


| and they areſo ſauced with the bitterneſſe of in= 
ward terrours, that to-thy-thinking God hath vt- | 


1 bled ſpiric, yea, it-is ſucha thing that like an A-| 
| damantitdraweshimthither where it is. 3. God 
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i8 ſecking- for-ro ſit ill and doe nothing is to 
wantthe price. The Spouſe inthe Carnticles wan=. 
red her beloued; when ſhee wonld not follow af- 
terhim, butiayſlugging on her bed. And when 
we are like ftanding Ponds, couered with greene | 


God. But when we fallto enquiring after him a=] 
mong the watchmen in the darke of the night, 
through dangerous fireets, with a good hearr, | 

arly, direaly, refolutely, continually, then he 
comesto vs, thruſts in his hand by the hole of the| 


gracious gifts, as are worthie our paines and in- 


2fflited; and diſtreſſed in-Conſeience ; their ſor- 
rowes may ſeeme ſo much to-haue ſouced them, 


pe # n09t Suga. Burl fay-learne to be wiſe, 
anddeceine not thy ſelfe. 1. There is atime wher-| 
in God will be favourable vnto them, wipe away | 
their reares, and end their forrowes, which is beſt | 
knownetotlie Lord, perhaps it ſhall not betheſe| 
many yeares, or moneths- bur ſhare it ſhall come, | 
and God will be preſent. 2. God'loues an hum-| 


. 


is the God of the afflied,to-giue themeale in his.| 
good time, he hath made his promiſe rothem to | 
their couer from the raine, and 4 wall of defence | 


. |fromtheflorme and tempeſt. 


Beſides, 


R 
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|rentimes ) the requeſts of his ork poten 
it may be 
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| oftheir ſinnes, that hath preſſed them downe ſo 
{ightly couch vs, we ſhould butfleight our fins. 


thing they ſceke for,God will keepe it away fora; 
 [rime fromthem, thatthey may value itaccording | 
[ro afairhfull eſteeme : and be more carneſt, A 


Beſides, conſider what may befall thy (elfe,their | 
caſe may be thine, God is able to. burthen; thee-| 
withithe like griefes, and agonies, and-therefare.,| 
deale lovingly, wiſely, and charitablie- with 
chem. 
Secondly, Is there a time when God will be | x7 .. 
found; then let no goed and honeſt heart be diſ+ | 
maied, though God be not preſent when.ityſerh | 


meanes : let it not obicR againſt God and ſay, 
It hy hidefſt thou thy ſelfe, O Lord? For he is not al- 
wayes thereat firſt call, neither will he grant (of-| 


three petitions, or many prayers, 2 
for their further good and profit. 
- I. The Lord hereby will try their faith, and] =: 
ence : Job was tryed to. the vitermoſt, before 
e found God taking his part, and ſo became an | 
example of patience. | 
2. They may hereby {ce the weightie Talent * 


farre from Gods face. If the-Lord ſhould bur |. 


3. Theirdeſire muſt be the moreearneſt as his 3 
abſence is the more painfull ; when the Spouſe 
had ſought Chriſthere and there, and could no 
where finde him,at length finding him ſhee tooke | 
faſt hold on him, and would not let him goe: -; |, | 

4. Their prayer and paines is not worth the] + _ 


|often in praying, and labour. 
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Toh. I 3. 26, 


1Toh, 14. 2- 2+ 


Og 


Toh. 17. 24» © 


+5. Oritimay be,all this while God is abſentbe- 
cauſe they 'Bauctior 


will;of his Werd;asZebedees lonnes, they asked 


| they knew notwhar -'or after fuch a ſort, or in 


wen 3 chin as he will not be found in, as Paul 


—_— -to remoue away the pricke ofthe 
| yer God would nof be found in that ;burin. 
p tle ſup ly of (ufficientgrace was he found. 


Butf 2r all this that I hane ſaid, God-will be 


206 BACT am'vnworthic to finde God, whe: 
haueprovoked his wrath like an vnkind wretch, 
and that every day. 

'" Anſ: Efteeme not leſſe of thy ſolfethen Gade- 
fiecmerh ofthee,,i in eac#y nation: he that feareth hum 


uenly Palace hath three gates in the Eaft,three in 
the Weſt, three in the North, threc in the South, 
thatthe glory of Iewes & Gentiles may comecin : 
Hethifiketh 


was' his promiſe; becanſe'ir was his pleaſure. 
Thetefore Chriſt faith to his Father. Father 1 will 


they may ſee that glory which tho haſt ginenme,With 
this hope he conforted his Diſciples 4 7» my Fa- 

thers houſe are manymanſions,'1 goe to prepare a place 
for Jon; andif I goe topreparea place for you, 1 will 
rotne againe ana eceine you onto me; that where 1am 


| #here may yee alſo be. 


Secke God while he =_ be fojhans JAnother thing 


QC) 
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| 


ſought him according to his/| 


| 


fourid'of ſuch as ſceke himin feare and awe, and | 
;afrer, good andgodly-manner. 


is found of him. He keepeth open houſe: his hea-| 


ortiis dwne preſence too good for 
| vs+butwhere he i there ſhall bis ſernants be. This 


that thoſe whom thon haſt giuen me be with me, that | 


worthi = 
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worthie obſeruation, is the. opportunitic of ſeek. = 
ing, ſo as God may be found, and that is the pre- 
ſent time ; Hence lcarne againe, that zhe m1oft [cg | _ Dot: 

' ſonable ſeaſon to ſeeke God is; the preſent ſeaſon. — 
There is a time for each thing onder the Sunne, (aith | time; ©. - 
Salomon, but for thisdutic, notime ſo conucnient | Ecclef 3, 
asthe very inſtant. In worldly bufineſſe delibe. | T* 
ration is very neceſſary, & itis helda great point 
ofpolicie to deliberate long before a man deter. 
mineany thing : but inthis caſe it-is dangerous 
to ſtand ro deliberate. 4 9 | 

x. Becauſe ro deferre is vaine and fond pre- 
ſumption. I necde not yer ſceke God ſayth the | Delayis vaine| 
yonglter, nor repent, nor pray, aor doe well, &c, | 7d Preſump- 
It is not good to bereligious too foone, for feare 
-yong Saints proue old Deuils-when Tam growne 
old then I will bethinke my (clfe'of this matrer. 
Vpon this in-bred preſumption he is all-for to 
morrow, crying out with'Demittans. Crow, Cras, 
cras,to morrow, to morrow, when as he. knoweth| 7 | 


Reaſon 1. 


not what the morrow maybring forth, Conuerlion, 

or Confuſion. 4ug«/tineinthat excellentBooke| p,,,,, . 
of his Confeſhons, ſpeaketh to: all yong-men in Exon. 
his owne perſon, perſialing them nor to deferre | 74> 14erenen 
this good worke. How long, ſaith he, ſhall I ay | 1, brafac 
t> motrow to morrow ? Why doe I not now? | »ypirudin 
Why dolI not now make an end of this filthines? | poneſs®” mY 
Yea, the very Heathen Poets haue condemned | Z:, cr. minue 
this procraſtination, and would have mento lay | 2! #1 


er 


hold on the preſenttime. It was good counſell |; Fcraflina 
which good Eleazar gane his Diſciples; Be ſure Li 
nee repent one day before death. When. replie was | _ Mart: 

: H 3 maide) | 


— 
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Ds: Hulls Ser- 
men at the 
Crofit. Or 
tob. 18, 1612, 


- fob. 24.13, 
And 34. 24+ - 


| almoſtof ſome that goe well to bedat night,and 


. | peremptorily of ſach, becauſe the indgements of 
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made, the day of death is vncertaine, therefore he 
Aid repent this day leaftto morrowyeedie,Thus| 
ſtands our caſe. A poore traucller by chance ſlips 
< intoa pit, and in his fall catches hold of one 
© twigge. - The pirisdcepe, and in the bottome 
© {yl of crucl{ Serpencs. While there he hangeth 
© by thatpoore twig, anoncomes an hunger-bit-| 
© ten beaſt, which byting,and browzing on other 
© bonghes,is each momentready to crop off that 
© twig: Now in what a wofull plight is this dis 
© ftreſſed creature. This traueller is man, the ſlen- 
© dertwig is fraile life, this pitis hell, thoſe Ser- 
© pents, fiends, and wormes of Conſcience, the 
* hunger-bitren beaft is death - Say now were it 
notfooliſh preſumption to deferre Repentance 
ypon hope of long life, depending on fo doubt. 
full condition ? Many yong men are taken away 
on the ſudden, before cuer they looke, orprepare| 
for death. They ſpend their dates in wealth and ſud-| 
denly they goe downe to the graue, and are cropt off as| 
ax eare of Corne. Haue we not examples cuery day 


are found dead in the.morning? And of others| 
that drop downe by the Wigh way ſide, and dic in 
the field ? We may not take vpon vs rodetermine 


God are vnſearchable, aud his wayes paſt finding out. 
Therefore addenorone euill day vnto another. 
Sufficient for the day is the emill thereof : yeſterday, 
to day,to merrow,time paſt, preſent,andro come, 
that 1s, all the dayes of ourlife are ipypai ava; 


daycs of ſorrow. 
| aSX 
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T7 


ons and vertuousdiſpo 
change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots? So hardit is 
for them to doe well who bane learned to doe exill. The 
1/raclites long acquainted with Egyptian bondage, 


'had not redeemed them with a ſtrong arme. 
When finne pleads prefcription,and Sathan poſ- 
ſeffion, the Soule of the Combatant ſkall inde 
.cnongh to doeto berid of it; for, his boxes were 
| filled with the ſinnes of his youth, and now they will 
- [fleepewith himinthe duſt. 
3. Deferred ſecking is diſmall and diſafterous, 
He that negle&ts to day ſhall haye notime to mor. 
row,but ſhall for his negligence purchaſe an eter- 
nitie ofdiſpleaſure. The rich man, Zzk. 12. pro- 
miled himſelfe many dayesof pleafure 3 But thou 
fools (aith the Toxt) this night ſhall they fetch away 
thy ſonle. And many a man feeds his conceir with 
an Evening Conuerſion, and with the Backe, to 
ſpread his wings of Repentancein the twi-light; 
but that is not Gods houre, and therefore his 
head and heart may ake with crying,bur ſhall not 
. | betheberter, for he ſhall end his dayes in woe - 
rhis is an approued truth, x/a# ſought the blefling 


2. Delay is danderous: breeds ſecond nature, |. 2. Delay is 
and cuſtome of euill, whercon God viſually Jayerh | 4*ngerous, 
a fearcfull commination 5 Ze hins that is filthie be 
filthie ſtill. And when the ſoule is invred to an e- 
vill habit, it is hardly _— of better impreſſ= 
tions.C az the Black-mooxe | Ter, ry. 23, 


Reu, 23, x1. 


| were loath to leaue it; but the hurt was their 
.owne,& their loſſe had beene greater ifthe Lord 


Tob, 29, it, | 


Reaſon 3. 
Tt is diſaſte. 
rous, 4 
Reu. 10,6, 


Luk, 13, 19, 


in vaine, though he ſought it with teares, whew there 


1 
TA EI———— 


Was no place for Repentance. The fine fooliſh Vir- | Math; 25, 


Reaſon 4. - 
The precepts 
and examples 
of others may 
moueto this 
dutie. 

Toh. 12.25. 

Andy. 4. 


da 


Eph. 5. 16. 
Prou. 23. 23+ 
x Pet. 5, 


Math. 4- 22+ 
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gins comming too late, when the Bridegroome 


 wasentred,and the dooreſhurt, had a fearetull and| 
| finall repulſe, 7 know ee not; When I called, yee 


anſwered not; when [ ſaid, Returne to me yee ſonnes 
of A dams, yee would not returne: therefore when you 
ſhall call-vpon me 1 will not anſwere ; when you ſeeke 
we early 1 will not be found g95. Oh, therefore let|- 
vs not waſt away that liccle light of time left vs, in 

aming, ryoting, reuelling, drinking, dauncing, 

allying, (waggering, ſwearing, &c. buttake pre- 
ſent hold on it {> friendly ſmyling ; for, as Chriſt 
ſayd of 10hn Baptiſt, This is Eliah, if yee will receiue 
hins; So, ſay,This is the time of our repentance, 
even this houre, this minute,this moment. 

4. Forthe performance ofthis ſpeed-requiring 
dutie, we neither want ſufficientPrecepts, nor cx- 
amples of others. Firſt, we haue many incite- 


| ments and precepts. x. Of Chriſt. Walke in the 


light while. yee hane the light, for the night. commeth 
when no man canworke. Jeruſalem, Teruſalem,would 
to God that inthis thy day,ec. 2. Of Gods Chil- 
dren, who all are ſo nearely conioyned in vrging 
the preſent opportunitie, that they necd not be 
rehcarſed, counſelling vs in generall to buy the 
truth, but not to ſell it, to redeeme the time,to gird vp 
our loines, &6. Secondly, we haue ftore of exam= 
ples vnto this durie,as 1.of Chriſt, who like a Gy- 
antran his race, and as the Sunne in the firma- 
ment he went about preaching the word, doing good, 
and healing all diſeaſes among the people. He gaue his 
eyes no {leepe, his eye-lids no (lumber, nor the 
temples of. his ade any reſt, vatill his Father 


gaue 


1 
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gaue him his Quiet eft: Sit thou on my right hand. : 
2. Ofthe Angels, who attend the Lord; and doe. | 

his heafts and his will at the firſt command'with: | | 

ſpeed, they make nodclayes, but when the Lords | 
leaſure is ro doe his meſſagethey runnce. 3. Of { 
Lok and godly men, to-whom as ſoone as the 1 


, 


[Lord ſayth, Secke my face;they forthwith addreſle 
chemſelues to ir, and ſhape this anſwere, Thy face | 
| | Lord will we ſeeke. Zacheus being biddento come | Ek. 19-6. | 
dewne from the tree, came downe haftily,and receined | 
Chriſt ioyfulh; 'When God charged acob to re. | G, .. 
[turne into the land of his Fathers, and to his kin- ef 
| dred, he protracted no time, but informing 24- 
hell and Leaofthe neceſhitie of his noxage; he ſud-| 
denly departed, without taking his leaue of Z4- 
bas ; andthe prophet Dasid ſayth of himſclfe, I E 
' | conſidered my wayes, and turned my feete unto thy tea Plal, r29, Go. 
| ſeimonies, I made haſte, and delayednot the time, eve. 
Apaine, weare taught from-the vnreaſonable 
creatures, to obſerue our time, The Storkeknoweth | ter.s, x. 
her appoi.ted the, the ſwallow her ſeaſon. Why 
ſhould we that are endowed with reaſon negle&t 
the gracious time, why ſand weidle,or ſit we gap- 
ing one on another ? Let vs put on the: ſhoves of the |, | 
preparation of the God ononr freteand lervs take | "M 


the ftaues of travellers in our hands;that {0 we 
may make haſt ro him, whowil{crowneourrigh- 
tcoulneſſe imparted by Chriſt, with glory andim- 
cmdrraſigie;” 20195 9:9009 207 p32 gn 03779 
"This Dotrine makesagainft all ſuch as hayvca| 7; ,. 
taſtopportonirie of Repencance, and yerdriveit 
off. Some are viſited-with'the weightie hand of 


Lhe ern, 


ca God, 


CG 


— 
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— 


Py 


| God, through ickneſlc, infirmiries, loſſes, &c. 


--| paincfull-Miniftery, and while the zeale chereof. 
{ecmestotonch them, areall on the ſpurre, they 
© | will cry, and. take 0p as if they were viterly de= 


2 ,».;: | neſſe of themembers, and they need not returne 


'-'-| frame ſuch an opponent and times-encmie this 
- | anſweresifrchau doeſt nor forſake thy {innes,and | 


| | Wharthankes is it for.a dronkard to give ouer| 
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One would thinke this time would wholly preſſe 
their Conſcienccs: with this ſo good a dutic, and: 
vrge a perſcucrance of humiliation, bur yet be- 
hold.; no;ſoancr is Gods/hand- remoued from | 
chem,bur like Horkes wellfacred, and pampercd, 
hey kicke againſt thei maiſter, and fall to tum< 
bling in theiroutzcaſted dung, Others vnderthe 


ſtroyed,they willſeeme'to reformeall wharſocuer 
hath beene done amiſſe; but like flubborne and; 
deceitfyll ſeruants, (that and (ilentand mute be-|. 
fore theirmaſters)they will laugh,and ſpend time} 
idlie, and laſciuiouſly, when they are departed} 
from ir:they forget the word, yea,themſclues,and. 
ſowith the dogge they retnrne to their wonted vo- 
mit. Others are in ſtrength of bodice and ſound- 


to'Godtillthey waxe wan,and weake,ard feeble: 
and then (they ſay ) is their time. Bur ler me 


rtneto.God tillthou be weakeand feeble,then | 
thy finnes will-forſake thee, and not thou them: | 


his drunkenancfle, when he isnocable any lon- 
gerto goeto the Alchouſe? Or for:the Whore- 
maſter rolcauc hiswheredome, when he hath no | 
o_ for the performance, and execution of | 


you filthie deſire A:man-ſhould. willingly part|- 
« E-- withf 


— WP = — d 
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. | would then he cannot ſoundly turnero God, for | 


{whether this weake time, this foeble age, be rhe 


; 1 


{looſe their vertue, and neither part nor power 
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witit his ſinnes eucn whilehe is able co: commir 
them, and not by conftraitirwhegthere is noxes: | 
medie. Secondly, thetimeof weaknefſe,dorage;:| 
Ke. is nor Gods appointed opportunitie:Ifa man ' | 


all cheparts of bodie, and powers of ſoule will 


can performe their office; The brawne of the: Eccleſ. r2, 
| armes they fall away; the keepers of the houſe, 

that is, the hands which defend the bodie'trem- 

ble; the firong men, that is,the leggesthar ſhould/| 

carry the bode, doe bow themſelues, and waxe: 
faint,the eyes thar looke out atthe windowes are | 
darke,and obſcure,the Grinders,thatis,the teerh, 4. 
fallout of the head - the doores'of the lips are * *:./ 
ft] chetawes fallen, andrhe daughters of ſing-|, © 
ing,tkaris,the cares areabaſed, being vnable any | 
loliget to heare the ſound'of Malicke:the:me. | | 
morie is dutled; che vnderftanding darkned; &c. | 
And further leaſta manthould thinkethetime of 
cotage, and of weaknefle the moſt connenienc 
time to ſeeke the Lord, Salomonbrings in thatde- | 
crepitage, deafc, blind, lame, halr, ſhort winded, 
fullof aches in his bones, eramps'in'his'ioynes, | 4 
and'fandry diſcafesin hisbodie,erembling on a 
ſtaffe, with ſhaking lips, and almoſtrobbed; of all 
ſenſes ;as ifhe might ſay, Nowlooke,and rellme 


acceprable time 'and'day of converſion? Whew | 
this age oppreſſed Burzillai, then could: he ſay; | 
Can 1diſcerne betweene good and emll ? Hane I any + Sam.xg, 35, [ 
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taſte in that 1 eate or drinke,&e. He confeſſed thar 
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Pal, 18. 26. 
Prou. 1.28 34. 


Heb. 10.232. 


And 12, 29. 
Rom. 2+ 40 


[ inhis-kinde;Bur let ſach bold flinder-mice know 
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much more from attending this worke of grace. 


Others alſoarereadieto plead the mercifulneſſe| 


of God, to giue toleration to preſumptuous pro= 


yong man is looſe, the drunkard ryorous,therich 


| man cruell, the ſwearer blaſphcmous, the adulte- | 


reryicious,and cach man adalterate and beaftiall 


withall;that God is as ſpeedic in iuſtice to puniſh: 


- 


relateth, viz. that#t w afearefull thing tofallinto the 
hands of God, who is a conſuming fire... The mercie of 


culc theirdelay. I pray you, did not the theefe on. 
the Crofle ſeekethe Lord by Repentance ar the 
laſt houre of-hislife, and found him to his com- 
fort? I grantiesrrue, bur'it followcs notthereon 
that eueryone'ſo ſeeking ſhall partake of Gops 


theevilland vngodly men, as he is full. of mercie| 
for the vie and reward of his owne dearclings. 
The hope of the wicked is hopcleſle, the Loxd| 
hath faid-it,he will vific their iniquities, and laugh| 
at their deftraZion;and they ſhall findethat. true| 
(forall their preſumprions) which the Apoftle| 


God ſhould lead men to repentance, and make preparas| 
tion for the day of grace. Others are forward to ex-| 


his weaknefle was ſo great, that both. bodic and | 
mind werediſabled fromattending on the King, | 


craftination ; Oh,God is mercifull, hereupon the | | 


| 


faucur. This example was cxtraordinary,and gi= 


that true pznirentiaries ſhould notdeſpaire. Ir is 


ven of God, that ſinners ſhould norpreſume, and | 


folly and great madnefle to deferre vnrillthelaft, | 


| ing left without precept. Fie on. this 


ggcring | 


q 
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in regardofthis one patterne and exam ples it des | 
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murmure at preſent canuerſion, and fay with the 
Diſciples, Th is an hard ſaying, who can beare it ? 


Or cl{e they ſeeke'to ſhite ir off as they did, who | 


were called on to re-<difie the Temple, and 'an- 
fwered, 1? i wot yet time tobuild, ec. 
Secondly, rhis Dofrine may likewiſe ſerue for 


be able to catch hold of it. Nowthe Lord will be 
found; but anon he is gone andwill abſenthim> 
felfe,as the Prophet tells vs, They /ball goe with theip 
ſbeepe and their Bullockes to ſeeke the Lord, but they 
fall wot find hin, for he hath with-drawne himſelfe 
from them. Oh, therefore when God purteth any 

ood motion-into-our hearts of ſeeking, let vs 
Brihwich addreſſe our felues vnto it, as. 4brahams 
feruantthatwasſentto provide a wite for his ſon 


_ [homerohis Maſters And when Rebeccaes friends 
" {requeſted htm to ſtay ten dayes, becauſe they were | 
loath to part with heron the ſodaine, he would 
 Fnor wet at aty hand: No,hinder me not, laich he, 
ſeeing the Lord hath proſpered my tourney,; but ſend 
me away that I may goe tozy Maſter : So-ſhould:we 
ſyffernothing atall co hinder vs, but enen- make 
| haftto turneto the Lord vpon the firſt motion, 


and ſtaggering of Chriſtians, who gape. after| 
Meteors in the aire, caſt beyoud the Moonc,.and;| 
aredoubrfull, when they hazard nothing bus va- 
nitie, which would hazard their ſoules. They 


Inflrution 3God bidderh, and it j5,0ur dutie. ro 


Pra 


{hold opportunitie by the fore-locke; by. a ltele | 
faying behind, it will {lip away, and we ſhall nor. | 


Iſaac, when he had had good ſucceſlc, and well | 
effected the buſinefle which:he-came for, haſted 


T3  Fhere| 
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| There is a good laying to-this purpoſe in the 
Chap. 5-7- | booke of Fecleſiaftivive, itake 0 tarrying to ſeek 
| | the" Eord, andp pat not off from day to day, for ſodainly 
ſhall the Goat of the Lord breake forth, and in thy " 
caritie thog ſhalt be deſtroyed. 


06; *\ -.-0b: Baciewillbelhid,rref water aft, faire and 
foftly goe farre, ſoft fire makes ſweet M alt, The haſtie| 


manxeuer wanted woe. 


ge 3 1 
AG... 49 All theſe berrue,and qoodaſrem i intem-| 

© .:o| porall affifites, yea, and" fomerimes'alſo in buſi- 
Efay. 8, nefſes rotiching rhe ſoule; Lee not him that belee-| 
aeth make haſte; -be not too credulaus. of.cucry 
| ching withour triall. But in this caſe of ſceking| 
| _ _ . |chELord{cheſeProvyerbezhold nortracwehaue| 
| Bp HE larger bounds then the preſent, the inſtanr,the| 
moment. If we flacke our zeale never ſolittle, c«| 
ner baite of drunkenneſfle, obic& of couetou(-| 
preſented glanceofwantonneſſe, will offer 
Y EH veinp rien; ro zker, orarleaſt; 10hin- 
| der onrintended Comverfion. And albeir, they 
Mah.%. | fy as the Devils ſaid to-Chrift,,/hytrormenteftthon 
WB} vs before the time ? Yer brethren, the timcis alrea- 
diecome, atid'now'is, wherein'God conucrſcth 
, | with vs moſt graciouſly by. his Spiric, and moſt 
familiarly by his. ward, ler vs:therefore: gather 
Mina early in the morning before the Sunne 
- © |meltiraway, andler'vs walke m'the-lightwhile 
' |wehane ir; then ſſhalfourdarkeneſſebeturnediin- 
rglight, ourſorrow tatoioy; our baldnefſe into] | 
beantie :and for fick-eloath we ſhall be: decked] . | 
| "212 emma of -4#" + Sil then ſhall heaven 
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| The godly Mans Inquiſition. 
andearth, Angels and men, andall creatures elſe 
claptheir hands for ioy of our Conuerſion, all 
mecting in this cloze. Prayſed be the Lord, 
(who hath ſuch pleaſure in his (ers 
wants) that he will be found 
of them to their 
Saluation, 
Amen. 
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